
 

Some readers may remember April 22, 

1970, when 20 million people across 

America celebrated the first Earth Day. 

Today Earth Day is celebrated annually 

around the world. Earth Day 2009  is a 

day for us as global citizens to unite, 

implement actions and share knowledge 

that will preserve and protect our envi-

ronment and all living things. 

 

Local Earth Day Celebrations: 

 

MCLA will celebrate Earth Day April 21, in the campus garden area, 

óplant a messageô, Learn about your Carbon ófoodprintô. Participate in 

óEconomic Meltdown, 2009, and ñFood Security for the Berkshiresò in the 

Sullivan Lounge. On April 22, go on a campus walk with Professor Dan 

Shustack, see the campus owned flex fuel and hybrid vehicles and learn 

how they work. On April 23, Green Living Seminar speaker Gary Paul 

Nabhan will be discussing ñRenewing Americaôs Food Traditions.ò See 

the Green Team website: 

 

April 22, WAMC's In Our Backyard Wildlife Pathologist Ward Stone will 

be speaking at the Berkshire Museum (see science column to left for de-

tails). 

  

Center for Ecological Technologyôs 14th annual Earth Day Textile 

Drive to collect old clothing and household textiles for reuse and re-

cycling will be held Saturday, April 25 and Sunday, April 26 at CET 

112 Elm St. in Pittsfield.  

SCIENCE COLUMN: 

 

Teachers, students and families,  
 

WAMC's In Our Backyard : 

Wildlife Pathologist Ward Stone 
 

"Turmoil in the Northeast caused by 

introduced diseases and climate 

change."   

Join Ward Stone as he explores the 

impact of climate change in our area  

as he talks about serious, introduced 

diseases such as West Nile virus; epi-

zootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD) of 

deer; botulism in the Great Lakes; and 

"white-nose" disease of bats." 

At the Berk-

shire Mu-

seum  

April 22, 7PM 

ADMISSION 

IS FREE. 

 

 

Funded by  the Massachusetts Department of  Higher Education 

STEM Destinations 

The Berkshire STEM Pipeline Network    Newsletter 
April 2009, Vol. 2 No.2 

Reduce Your Carbon Footprint! 

Get a 75% discount on eligible energy efficiency measures. 

Now is the time to make your home more energy efficient. 

Signing up is easy! If you are a National Grid customer and you heat with electricity, oil, 

propane, or wood, please call our energy audit scheduling center at 1-800-632-8300, or 

contact Joan Chapman Bartlett. 

This service is sponsored by your local electric and gas utility companies. Other sponsors 

are Massachusetts Division of Energy Resources and National Grid, in cooperation with the 

CET. 

Earth Day 2009 



move, lift, spin and even draw.  There also will 

be some rocket science as you build and launch 

your own bottle rocket. 

Summer Science Camp 

August 10 ð15,  at MCLA 

This camp is for techy campers who like ro-

bots, science, chemistry and building things 

with your hands. Campers will use Lego Mind-

storm® RCX and NXTs to create robots that 

can move, lift, spin and even draw.  There will 

be some rocket science as you build and launch 

your own bottle rocket and some biology and 

chemistry experiments 

Robotics Camp 1: July 27ð31, at MCLA 

Robotics Fun Camp 2: August 3ð7, a t 

Intermodal Pittsfield Education Center 

The Summer Robotics Fun Camps are for 

techy campers girls and boys ages 9 and up 

with interests in science and robotics.  Al-

though, designed for middle school stu-

dents, first year high school students also 

could benefit from the camp.  Our goal is to 

provide campers with a well-rounded learn-

ing and recreational experience. 

This camp is for techy campers who like 

robots, Legos and building things with your 

hands.  Campers will use Lego Mindstorm® 

RCX and NXTs to create robots that can 

Become a STEM Fellow or Jr. STEM 

Fellow! 

The STEM Pipeline is accepting applica-

tions for the final six STEM Fellows, and 

six undergraduate Jr. STEM Fellows for 

2009. 

As STEM Fellows teachers are trained to 

use the STARLAB, they will have the op-

portunity to establish long-term working 

relationships with MCLA scientists, and 

educators in science and math, as they de-

velop and implement STEM-based instruc-

tion in their schools, and become ambassa-

dors for the STARLAB in other schools 

and the community. 

For teachers who are interested in using the 

STARLAB in their schools, training ses-

sions will begin late March. Training will 

consist of two, 2-3 hour training sessions, 

certification and submission of a mini pro-

posal. 

2008 was a great year for the  STARLAB 

initiative and 2009 started off with a big 

bang! Seven middle school and one 

elementary school in Berkshire 

County had the exciting opportunity 

to use the inflatable planetarium as 

their classroom and over 400 com-

munity members experienced a 

show under the stars school vacation 

week at the Berkshire Museum. 
  

To download a STEM Fellow  ap-

plications see the link on our web-

site at www.mcla.edu/pipeline/ 

Deadline for the application is  

May 8, 2009. 

 

 

The 6th round of Got Math? an after-

school enrichment program for elemen-

tary and middle school students in Berk-

shire County  is about to begin. This pro-

gram encourages kids to find math in 

every day life.  

Participating teachers are John Fravel of 

St. Maryôs in Lee, Stephanie Gibbons of 

Sinai of Berkshires and Megan Dickinson 

of St. Agnes in Dalton.  

 

If you are interested in participating as a 

teacher or business please contact the Got 

Math? Coordinator: Gina Foley 

<gfoley@berkshirecc.edu> 

MCLA Summer Science Camps 2009 

STEM Fellows and STARLAB 

Page 2 
    Page 2 

                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                  STEM Destinations 

Got Math? 

Campers may be dropped off be-

tween 8:30 and 9 a.m. and picked up 

between 4:30 and 5 p.m. 

To register call: (413) 662-5180  


