
Welcome to the first edition of the STEM Destinations Newslet-

ter published by the Berkshire STEM Pipeline Network. Our 

plan is to use this publication as a means to update the Berkshire 

STEM Network members and general community on our many 

ongoing initiatives.  
 

Our goals are to: 

-promote STEM education by increasing the number of Massa-

chusetts students who participate in programs that support ca-

reers in fields related to mathematics, science technology, and engineering;  

-increase the number of qualified science, technology, engineering and math teachers in Berk-

shire County; and 

-improve the science, technology, engineering and mathematic educational offerings available in 

public and private schools. 
 

STEM Destinations is involved in many activities beyond what can be mentioned in one 

publication. We invite you to visit our website at http://www.mcla.edu/pipeline/ and ex-

plore the information offered there. We will be requesting updates from the various projects 

for this publication.  
 

We also invite you to write to us with your  comments and suggestions or 

email them to us. 

               

                

     

                      

New Beginnings 

Region I High School Science Fair 

The Berkshire STEM Pipeline 

would like to send out a warm thank 

you to the Region I High School 

Science Fair steering committee and 

all who were involved with this 

years fair.  

First prizes went to Jane Fomina for 

her project ñGeometric and Amino 

Acid Computational Analysis for 

Cystic Fibrosisò and Zachary Remil-

lard for his project ñFootball Receiv-

ing Gloves.ò Both will attend the 

International Fair in Atlanta, GA 

from May 11-17, 2008.   

 

Jane also took first prize at the 

State Fair at MIT on May 1-3, 

2008, along with Taconic stu-

dents, Morgan Craft, Melanie 

Dean and Jordan Eichelser who 

won first place for team project 

SCIENCE COLUMN: 

How Fast are you going?  

As passengers on Earth we 

are all carried around the 
sun at a mean velocity of 
66,600 mph. 

At the equator the Earth is 

spinning at a 1,000 mile-per
-hour clip  

Our entire solar system is 

whizzing around the center 
of our galaxy at a fairly 
inconceivable 560,000 mph  

Why donôt we feel the spin? 
Its just a matter of perspec-
tive. Motion only has meaning 
in relation to other objects. 
Velocity, that takes into ac-
count speed and direction, 
can only be measured with 
reference to another object. 
We cannot feel velocity while 
in a constant frame of refer-
ence.  

__________________ 

 

Biologists have confirmed that 
a fungal infection is killing bats 
in Western Massachusetts.  
The bats are suffering from 
white nose syndrome, which 
makes it appear as if their 
faces were dipped in pow-
dered sugar. The fungus can 
be seen growing on up to 10 
percent of the affected bats. 
http://www.iberkshires.com/st
ory/26359/contact_us.php 
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STEM Pipeline Coordinator 

Funded by  the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education 

Enjoy the spring! 

For the complete list of awards: 

www.mcla.edu/pipeline/scifair07.php 

www.scifair.com  

Third place Team went to Monun-

ment Mt. students, Michaela 

Forfa, Rhea Howard and Kevin 

Mercer for their project "Does 

Increased Carbon Dioxide In-

crease the Growth Rate of 

Plants?" and Zane Martin, Emily 

Ury and Ferris Bennet, "How Soil 

Could Save the World" 

Taconic students Allison Cameau, 

Jenna Plant and William Austin 

were awarded honorable mention. 

http://www.mcla.edu/pipeline/


to use the STARLAB and will have 

the opportunity to establish long-term 

working relationships with MCLA 

scientists, and educators in science 

and math, as they develop and imple-

ment STEM-based instruction in their 

schools, and become ambassadors for 

the STARLAB in other schools and 

the community. 
 

 ñI like it when the lights go off and 

the stars come on!ò a student ex-

claimed after emerging from the Star-

lab inflatable planetarium.ò 

This winter, two Pittsfield schools and an 

elementary school in Florida, MA had the 

opportunity to use a different kind of 

classroom: an inflatable classroom!  
 

Teachers Jean Nailos of Crosby Elemen-

tary School, Lori Austin of Abbott Me-

morial School and Jane Lewandowski and 

Matt Collins of St. Mark School partici-

pated in a year long STEM Fellow pro-

gram culminating in a week long starry 

experience for their students. 
 

The STEM Pipeline sponsors four fellows 

through June 2008 and 12 future fellows 

through 2009. These Fellows are trained 

BOSTON ï The Massachusetts Depart-

ment of Higher Education (DHE) has 

awarded a three-year grant of $319,420 

from the Science, Technology, Engi-

neering & Math (STEM) Pipeline Fund 

to Massachusetts College of Liberal 

Arts. The STEM Pipeline Fund is a 

workforce development initiative de-

signed to increase student interest and 

teacher preparation in STEM subjects. 

 

The grant is part of a larger $3.2 mil-

lion grant announced by the Depart-

ment of Higher Education to support 

three-year, collaborative projects fo-

cused on increasing student interest in 

STEM. The projects bring together K-

12, higher education, businesses and 

community organizations to address 

regional education and workforce 

needs. 

 

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, 

with partners Berkshire Community 

College, Williams College and regional 

school districts, will produce a series of 

STEM career awareness and profes-

sional development activities including 

an after-school family STEM program, 

visits to colleges and employers, and 

the continuation of the Starlab profes-

sional development program. Several 

of the programs will become STEM 

Destinations as part of the Berkshire 

Compactôs Berkshire Passport pro-

gram, available to students in Berk-

shire County beginning in third 

grade. 

 

ñWe need to show students at young 

ages that science, technology, engi-

neering and mathematics can be fun,ò 

said State Representative 

Daniel E. Bosley (D-North 

Adams), co-chair of the Joint 

Committee on Economic De-

velopment and Emerging 

Technologies. ñThese hands-

on projects will help to create 

the spark needed in order for 

students to become more en-

gaged and interested in these 

critical fields.ò  

 

ñThis funding will promote 

career awareness and provide 

role models for students start-

ing very early in their aca-

demic experience,ò said 

Patricia F. Plummer, Chancellor of the 

DHE.  

 

The STEM Pipeline Fund was estab-

lished in the 2003 Economic Stimulus 

legislation. The DHE awarded $2.3 

million in 2004-2005 in support of 19 

regional projects 

statewide. In 2004-

2005, MCLA re-

ceived $65,539 to 

support the Got 

Math? program for 

elementary school 

students and to be-

gin its STEM Re-

source Center. A 

second set of 

$1.7 million in 

grants was an-

nounced in Janu-

ary 2007 to sup-

port 17 three-

year regional 

projects. MCLA 

received 

$310,230 from 

that competition 

to continue the 

Got Math? pro-

gram, a STEM 

Fellows profes-

sional develop-

ment program for teachers, and to con-

tinue the efforts of the STEM Resource 

Center and regional state science and 

engineering fairs. 

 

More information about the awards 

may be found at: 

STEM Fellows Starlab 

Grant Reports 

ñThis grant allows us to fo-

cus on students, teachers, 

and families: all of the nec-

essary audiences to increase 

student interest in STEM.ò 

ðMonica Joslin, lead partner on 

the grant and Dean of Academic 

Affairs at MCLA said the grant is 

a wonderful opportunity to con-

tinue the STEM efforts in Berk-

shire County.   
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Students at Crosby Elementary School in Pitts-

field learned about the universe and our home-

Earth. 



monies on June 26th.  The schools will 

ñshow offò what they learned with a 

poster or demonstration.  A Math 

Dance will be choreographed by An-

drea Borak, a BCC movement instruc-

tor and performed by the children.  All 

are welcome. 

Got Math? is coordinated by Annette 

Guertin and Gina Foley, instructors at 

BCC and under the supervision of Dr. 

Charles Kaminski, Assistant Dean at 

BCC.  

urement, volume, 

robotics and food. 

Each school was 

paired with a 

business partner.  

The business 

partner showed 

the children how 

math is used in their workplace.  We 

have been lucky enough to have the 

support of Lyonôs Aviation, 

Stop & Shop, BCC, High 

Lawn Farms, Stonehenge 

Farms, and the PHS Culinary 

School. They took time out of 

their busy schedules to show 

our Got Math? students how 

interesting and fascinating 

math can be.   

The programs are coming to a  

close and the children are 

preparing for the closing cere-

The STEM Fall Science Seminars are 

designed for STEM teachers. There are 

five seminars each Fall on Saturdays 

from 8:30amð1:00pm at different lo-

cations across Berkshire County. Edu-

cational materials and refreshments are 

provided, as well as 4 PDPs per half 

day session.  There is optional in-

service graduate credits with extra 

work. Cost $35 per session, $125 for all 

five sessions. 
 

Fall 2007 seminars included: 
 

Oct. 6, Lego© Mindstorms for teach-

ers, Paul Allan, Physics Teacher, 

Drury High School 

Oct. 13, Project Based and Inquiry 

Based Learning, Lisa Provencher, 

STEM Pipeline 
 

Oct. 20, McGyver Electronics Camp, 

Michael Dalton, Professor, MCLA 
 

Nov. 10, BioTechnology, Shahira Bad-

ran, Assistant Professor & Biotechnol-

ogy Program Coordinator, Bunker Hill 

Community College, Paul King, In-

structor, Massasoit Community Col-

lege, and Ann Billetz, Professor, 

MCLA  
 

Nov. 13, Toying with Science, Per-

former/Scientist Garry Krinsky 

Check out our website for this fallôs line up! 

http://www.mcla.edu/pipeline/ 

Possible topics: 

Forensics, Biotechnology, Environmental 

Got Math?                                                                 By Gina Foley 

Over the past year the Got Math? pro-

gram was run in 9 schools in Berkshire 

County.  Children from Stearns, Muddy 

Brook, Brayton, Sullivan, Undermoun-

tain, and Richmond Elementary and 

Reid and Herberg Middle Schools en-

joyed before or after school Got Math? 

enrichment programs that encouraged 

kids to find math in everyday life.  

They studied aviation, creative meas-

STEM Science Seminars 
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