
The Berkshire STEM Network has 

had an exciting and successful 2008. 

The network received funding 

through the Department of Higher 

Educationôs STEM Pipeline Fund to 

support the Massachusetts Region I 

Middle and High School Science 

Fairs; the Berkshire STEM Resource 

Center ; a STEM Career Fair pro-

gram; a STEM Science seminar se-

ries; the Berkshire STEM Fellow 

program; and the Got Math? pro-

gram.  

 

The Steering committee has developed a strategic plan for Berkshire County STEM 

education and is now creating an assessment and evaluation plan. 

 

In addition, the Berkshire STEM Network offered assistance with professional devel-

opment workshops for teachers, interdisciplinary graduate courses such as ñUpper 

Housatonic River Valley Experience,ò as well as two robotics camps and a summer 

science camp for local students. 

 

As we wrap up this remarkable year I would like to thank all the STEM Pipeline Net-

work participants who worked so hard to make this year a success on many levels.  

 

You are  invited to write to us with your  

comments and suggestions for the STEM 

Pipeline Network efforts . 

 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy 

New Year! 

               

                

  

   

A Year in Review 

SCIENCE COLUMN: 

10 Ways to Go Green 2009 
 

Choose furniture made of eco-

friendly  sources such as sustaina-
bly managed forests, bamboo, and 

reclaimed wood.  

Choose natural, non-toxic, and 

equally effective methods of clean-

ing and controlling pests. 

Unplug unused appliances. 

Go solar-even if its just passive 

solar. 

Reduce, reuse, and recycle. 

Buying your produce locally  

Remove yourself from direct-mail 

mailing lists  

Use your own reusable canvas 

totes the next time you're at the 

supermarket or store  

Purchase energy-saving Energy 

Star-rated appliances, electronics, 

and lighting  

Switch to compact fluorescent light 

bulbs  

For more details see Live Science 

http://www.livescience.com/environm

ent/top10_ways_green_home-1.html 
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Region 1 High School Science Fair March 13, 2009 

mcla.edu/pipeline/scifair.php 

Region  1 Middle School Science Fair May 2, 2009 

mcla.edu/pipeline/region1middlescifair.php 
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Second annual STEM Career Fair  Nov. 14, at 

BCC career fair was shared with over 350 stu-

dents with 27 businesses in attendance.  

Julie Hannum, Carolyn Cook and Lisa Provencher 



participated in Robotics Camp 2 that was held 

at the Intermodal educational Center in Pitts-

field from July 14th through July 18th were 

guided through their robot and bottle rocket 

building by Chris Gauthier from BArT Charter 

school.  

The week of July 21 to the 25th Lisa 

Provencher, Mike OôNeil, Paul Allan, Brandon 

Glivey and Mike Dalton took the kids on a 

week long science romp across the MCLA 

campus exploring everything from the chemis-

try of silly putty to the stars with bug dissection 

and magnets games.  

Look for our brochures for next years camps 

and sign up early because they fill up fast! 

A total of forty seven local children spend a 

week long adventure during MCLAôs Ro-

botics camp, Robotics camp 2 and Science 

camps that ran though out the summer from 

July to August. 

Working closely with the Berkshire STEM 

Pipeline Network local educators took on 

the enormous task of keeping these future 

scientists, technologists, engineers and 

mathematicians busy for three weeks of 

intense geeky fun.  

Robotics Camp ran July 7 through July 13th 

and was instructed by Drury High Schoolôs 

Paul Allan and Mike OôNeil of MCLAôs 

physics department. The youngsters who 

This year seven middle school and one 

elementary school in Berkshire County 

had the exciting opportunity to use the 

inflatable planetarium as their class-

room. 
 

Planets, constellations, math and meas-

urement, weather and sound were just 

some of the topics the students found 

themselves immersed in as they sat 

beneath the stars in the Starlab. 

The STEM Pipeline has sponsored ten 

fellows so far through December 2008. 

Another six STEM Fellows, and six Jr. 

STEM Fellows will be selected for 

2009. 

 

As STEM Fellows teachers are trained to 

use the STARLAB, they will have the op-

portunity to establish long-term working 

relationships with MCLA scien-

tists, and educators in science and 

math, as they develop and imple-

ment STEM-based instruction in 

their schools, and become ambas-

sadors for the STARLAB in other schools 

and the community. 
 

 

For teachers who are interested 

in using the Starlab in their 

schools, training sessions will 

begin late January. Training will 

consist of two, 2-3 hour training 

sessions, certification and sub-

mission of a mini proposal. 
 

 

This yearôs STEM Fellows and 

their topics: 
 

Melissa Farrell and Randy 

Koldys, Monument Valley Re-

gional Middle School, Great 

Barrington, focused on the moon and 

measurement. 
 

Steve Capeless, Conte Elementary School, 

Pittsfield focused on the planets and con-

stellations. 
 

Lauren Finnegan, Lee Middle School, 

focused on constellations and myths. 
 

Marie  McCarron and  Linda Wagner, 

Brayton Elementary School, North Ad-

ams will focus on constellations and solar 

eclipses. 

Jr. STEM Fellows: 

Robin Clapper 

MCLA Mathematics undergrad will focus 

on constellations and eclipses. 
 

Rachael Appell 

MCLA  Education undergrad, will focus 

on the stars and their colors 
 

Christ Hairston  

BCC Health Sciences undergrad, focused 

on  the science of  sound in a dome. 

Rockets, Robots and Silly Putty 

STEM Fellows and STARLAB 
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�´Your help is sincerely appreciated, and I want 

you to know that you all have made a difference 

�P�\���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���´ 


