
 

"I want to encourage you to participate in pro-

grams to allow students to get a degree in science 

fields and a teaching certificate at the same time. I 

want us all to think about new and creative ways 

to engage young people in science and engineer-

ing, whether it's science festivals, robotics compe-

titions, fairs that encourage young people to create 

and build and inventðto be makers of things, not 

just consumers of things."  ðPresident Obama  

 

To achieve this goal the Berkshire 

STEM Pipeline continues to work 

with STEM educators to provide 

students the tools and opportunity to 

experiment. Two excellent occa-

sions for students to design their 

own experiments or engineering 

projects are the Region 1 Science 

and Engineering High School and 

Middle School Fairs. We encourage 

teachers to enter their schools in 

these fairs and provide students with 

support in their projects.  

In February 2010 look for news regarding the STEM Resource Center. With the support 

of federal funding; the center will become the Berkshire Regional Science Resource Cen-

ter. This center will support regional economic development and innovation in the sci-

ences and support K-12 science education by maintaining a collection of science materi-

als (books, digital media, online resources, equipment, and science experiment kits). 

These materials will be available to educators on a lending basis. The center will also 

provide STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) and green technology learn-

ing experiences and professional development programs to enhance curriculum and in-

struction to ensure students are scientifically literate and aspire to careers in the sciences. 

 

 

SCIENCE COLUMN: 
 

How Accurate is Wikipedia? 
 

ñDartmouth researchers found that 

much of Wikipedia's success de-

pends not only upon registered, 

dedicated users, but also relies 

upon many anonymous Good Sa-

maritans who might contribute 

just once.ò 

 

ñA 2005 study by the journal Na-

ture found Wikipedia roughly as 

accurate as the Encyclopedia Bri-

tannica, and a 2008 study in the 

journal Refer-

ence Services 

Review pegged 

Wikipedia's 

accuracy rate 

at 80 percent 

compared to 

95-96 percent 

among other sources ð not bad 

for a free, crowd-sourced encyclo-

pedia.ò 

 

For more see: 

http://www.livescience.com/techn

ology/091106-ttr-wikipedia.html 
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The Archimedes Initiative is focused on strengthening science literacy and increasing the 

number of scientists and engineers in the United States.  Through online videos the initia-

tive focuses on middle and high school students and their own personal science experi-

ments. Many of these projects are initiated because of science fairs. In all cases, self-

learning is the central theme.        http://www.archimedesinitiative.org/future.html 

Call to STEM Educators and Professionals 

"It is imperative for the Commonwealth to 

promote STEM careers and courses of 

study for our young people. Reports indi-

cate that Massachusetts students actually 

outpace most of the nation in math and sci-

ence, yet our students' interests in STEM 

fields remain low. Science and technology 

companies need more students in the STEM 

pipeline to fill the jobs that are being cre-

ated now and in the futureéò 

 ðLt. Governor Murray,  

 STEM Advisory Council chair 



Teacher and educator Andrew Garcia invites you to join the 

Berkshire Education Community, the network for teachers 

and educational/cultural institutions in Berkshire County. 

 

The network shares resources and ideas in a positive, sup-

portive online environment and extends the reach of indi-

vidual educators and cultural/educational institutions in 

Berkshire County. 

http://berkshireeducation.ning.com/ 

The STEM Pipeline accepted four local 

teachers and four undergraduate Jr. STEM 

Fellows for 2009. 

As STEM Fellows teachers are trained to 

use the STARLAB. They will have the 

opportunity to establish long-term working 

relationships with MCLA scientists and 

educators in science and math as they de-

velop and implement STEM-based instruc-

tion in their schools and become ambassa-

dors for the STARLAB in other schools 

and the community.  

For teachers who are interested in using the 

STARLAB in their schools, training ses-

sions will begin in late March. Training 

will consist of two two-hour or three-hour 

training sessions, certification and submis-

sion of a mini-proposal. 

Allendale School teamed up with Berk-

shire Community College to participate in 

the Got Math? Program. The school also 

partnered with the Massachusetts College 

of Liberal Arts (MCLA) Womenôs Basket-

ball Team. 

Got Math? school coordinator and building 

math coach Mrs. Burt taught the students 

all about math using basketball. It was a 

great program: the children had fun, stayed 

fit, and learned math at the same time. 

If you are interested in participating as a 

teacher or business, please contact Got 

Math? Coordinator Gina Foley at 

gfoley@berkshirecc.edu. 

Berkshire Education Community 

MCLA trains STEM Fellows and STARLAB guides 
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Got Math? 

"Working with children and teachers 

in the STARLAB is truly a thrilling 

opportunity. It is one of those experi-

ences that is a genuine óoooh, aaahô 

moment, where children make the 

connection between their own experi-

ences and the world of science.  Noth-

ing could be more rewarding for a 

teacher than that."  

 

 ðLinda Wagner 

ñI believe the BEC network 

has tremendous value for 

all of us as we share re-

sources and learn from 

each other. I look forward 

to your contributions 

should you join. It could 

easily serve as a form of 

informal professional  

development.ò 



tition. Through a multi-year partnership between individual 

schools and mentor organizations, GEMS provides schools and 

science educators with the requisite training, resources and tools 

to integrate real-world, inquiry-based learning activities into 

their existing curricula and to create school-based Science & 

Engineering Fair Initiatives (SEFI). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gelfand Endeavor in Massachusetts Schools 

A collaboration to promote inquiry learning in Massachu-

setts schools and to help schools develop Science & Engi-

neering Fair Initiatives 
 

Two local schools are participating in the GEMS initiative: 

Drury High School and Berkshire Arts & Technology Char-

ter Public School, with MCLA as the mentor. 

Collaborative Goal 

The Gelfand Family Charitable Trust (GFCT), through the 

Gelfand Endeavor in Massachusetts Schools (GEMS), has 

teamed up with the Massachusetts Science & Engineering 

Fair (MSSEF) through the "Curious Minds Initiative" (CMI).  

The collaborative goal is to help increase the number of Mas-

sachusetts schools and teachers that use the inquiry-based 

learning model for teaching science and engineering. GEMS 

aims to inspire students through direct engagement in the 

discovery process and the excitement of science fair compe-

Biotechnology WORKSHOP for 

Teachers:  

Saturday, January 30, 8 a.m.-4p.m.. 

MCLA Biology Lab Instructors Lisa 

Provencher and Dr. Lauren Moffatt 

 

Participants will extract DNA from 

several food, plant or animal samples 

and amplify it using the Polymerase 

Chain reaction (PCR). This procedure 

will allow participants to test for the 

presence of two genetically modified 

organisms. Using DNA gel electropho-

resis, participants will separate the am-

plified DNA and analyze the results. 

Additionally the real-life applications 

of biotechnology, the local biotech in-

dustry, and related career opportunities 

will be discussed. The workshop is 

open to teachers of all grade levels. 

Three-credit graduate courses  

offered through MCLA:  

 

Energy and the Environment,  

ENVE-601-01, Wed., Jan.-May, 4:30-

7:30 p.m., MCLA, Instructor Dr. 

Shawn Burdick 

This course is designed for middle and 

high school science teachers who are 

interested in learning how to apply 

their knowledge to lessen the environ-

mental impact of their schools, their 

homes and their communities. Topics 

to be explored will be energy genera-

tion, energy conservation, recycling 

and the trash/waste stream, and the 

environmental impact of our techno-

logical society, including the conse-

quences of global climate change. 

 
 

Math History for Educators, MATE-

601-01, Wed., Jan.-May, 6-9p.m., In-

termodal Center, Pittsfield, Instructor 

Christopher Thomas 

This course provides a sweeping over-

view of human history from the point 

of view of the development of K-12 

mathematics. An emphasis will be 

placed on telling historical anecdotes 

that can be easily incorporated into K-12 

teaching when introducing and explain-

ing mathematical subjects. The focus 

will be on key moments when new dis-

coveries, challenges, and situations ex-

panded or changed the field of mathe-

matics. 

 

To register: 

http://www.mcla.edu/Academics/academ

icresources/registrar/. 

 

For information call (413) 662-5216.  

 

Look for these upcoming summer gradu-

ate courses: 

Biotechnology for Teachers and  

Upper Housatonic River Valley  

Experience (UHRVE)  

Upcoming STEM workshops and courses 
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