
The  Upper Housatonic River Valley Experience is a three credit graduate 

course offered through the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. A Stipend 

that covers the cost of registration will be provided to participants who suc-

cessfully complete the 

course.  
 

The course is sponsored by 

the Upper Housatonic Valley  

National Heritage Area, Inc.  
 

This 6-day graduate course 

will meet M - F, July 6 - 9 

and the 12, 2010 with a re-

call day on August 2, 2010. 
 

The course will run from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at a variety of locations.  

For more details about the course see the website: 

http://www.mcla.edu/About_MCLA/uhrve/ 
 

A detailed schedule and directions to all sites will be provided on the first day.  

To sign upðspace is limitedðcontact STEM Pipeline Coordinator Lisa 

Provencher at <lisa.provencher@mcla.edu> 
 

If you have any questions about the program, please feel free to contact Julie 

Hannum 413-236-2180 <jhannum@berkshirecc.edu> 

SCIENCE COLUMN: 
 

Cleaning Up Oil Spills with 

Hair and Panty Hose 

If you attended the Region 1 HS 

Science and Engineering fair at 

MCLA this March you would 

have found out that hair can be an 

effective way to absorb oil during 

oil spills.  

Now as oil gushes into the Gulf 

of Mexico from the April 20th 

BP rig explosion , workers are 

controlling the growing oil slick 

with hair cuttings in nylon stock-

ings used as "booms" that soak 

up oil before it comes to shore.  

Check out this website to see 

how you can help:  

http://www.matteroftrust.org/

Funded by  the Massachusetts Department of  Higher  Education 
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We are proud to announce that the former 

BERC Coordinator Lauren Moffatt now 

holds the position of Sr. Scientist in charge 

of the Burn Center at the Washington Hos-

pital Center.  

Washington Hospital Center is the largest 

private hospital in the nation's capital and is 

committed to a patient-first philosophy that 

combines care, compassion and clinical ex-

cellence with a focus on customer service.  

Lauren wish you luck and happiness at your 

new job! 

Upper Housatonic River Valley Experience 
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Teaching Science through the Inquiry Process (TSIP)  

 
A 9-Day Graduate Course from MSSEF's Curious Minds Initiative (CMI) TSIP provides practical strategies to infuse more 

inquiry into teaching practice and curricula. This is a hands-on course, and science teachers bring to the TSIP Institute 2-3 

three of their existing labs or classroom activities to adapt and make greater use of inquiry-based techniques. 

Enrolling now for Session #2 - at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA) 

Registration Fee: $100 (teams of 3 or more teachers from the same school may receive a 50% discount). 

TSIP Tuition: $1,000.  

A limited number of partial and full tuition scholarships available! 

Graduate Credit: 3 credits will be available at additional cost of $300. 

PDPs Yes, provided at no cost. 

More Information or for Scholarship Application: Email us at: 

cmi@scifair.com 

Please note registration fees and graduate credit costs are non-

refundable 

DATES: JUNE 28 -JULY 2, 2010: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 

2:30PM plus four Saturdays: NOV 6 2010; Feb 5, April 9 and May 7 

2011 at the Statewide Science & Engineering Fair @ MIT  
 

Robotics Fun Camp  
July 26- 30 (9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 
MCLA, North Adams  

 

Robotics 2  
August 2 - 6 (9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 

Berkshire Community College, Pittsfield 

 

The Robotics Fun Camp is for girls and boys with 

interest in science and robotics. This camp is de-
signed for middle school students and first year high 

school students. Campers will use Lego Mindstorm® 

RCX and NXTs to create robots. Our goal is to pro-

vide campers with a well-rounded learning and rec-

reational experience. 

 

Robotics 2 is for techy campers who like robots, 

Legos and building things with your hands.  Campers 
will use Lego Mindstorm® RCX and NXTs to create 

robots that can move, lift, spin and even draw.  There 

also will be some rocket science as you build and launch your own 

bottle rocket. This yearôs camp will be divided into two levels Be-

ginners and Advanced. Please sign your child up accordingly real-

izing both levels will be challenging. Beginners level will be less 

programming oriented and offer more 
hands on problem solving time. 

This years camps will be divided into two 

levels Beginners and Advanced. Please sign 

your child up accordingly realizing both 

levels will be challenging. Beginners level 

will be less programming oriented and offer 

more hands on problem solving time. 

 

Shared ACTIVITIES   

Include:  

Science Projects, 

Swimming, 

Games/Movie, 

Rocket building 

and launching. 

 

 

 

For more information or to register 

call MCLA: (413) 662-5216 

MCLA Robotics Camp & Robotics Camp 2 at BCC 
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If you are interested in registering a team, 

or if you can help volunteer for this event, 

contact Cynthia Grippaldi 

<cynthiag@cetonline.org> 

 

The 2010 Berkshire Junior Solar Sprint (JSS) 

inspires teachers, students and their families 

to learn, teach and raise community aware-

ness about transportation, technology and the 

environment.  

 

The Berkshire JSS, now in its eleventh year, 
is part of a national program that offers 5th 

through 8th grade students the opportunity to 

design, construct and test the performance of 

a model solar electric vehicle. Participation is 

open to teachers, home educators and com-

munity groups. 

The first BioBlitz  to be held in Berkshire County, Massachu-

setts, is  organized by Berkshire Museum, and co-sponsored 

by the Berkshire STEM Pipeline, the Berkshire Environ-

mental Action Team and the Massachusetts Department of 

Conservation and Recreation. 

 

There will be a STEM Family Program on Saturday June 

5th from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Bring your family and meet up 

with some working scientists. Or better yet, grab some equip-

ment and do some real scientific collecting. Or relax and take 

a guided nature walk where you are sure to meet some  

fascinating animals, plants, and fungi! 

FRIDAY SCHEDULE : 

BioBlitz collecting 12 p.m. noon on  Friday June 4, 2010 to 

12 p.m.  Saturday June 5, 2010. 

 

BioBlitz World Music Drum and Song Campfire Jam 

Fri June 4 at 8 p.m. -9:30 p.m.  

Join musician/naturalist Aimee Gelinas (Tamarack Hollow) 

for an interactive BioBlitz musical jam! . 

 

Firefly Watch  
Fri June 4 at 8 p.m. -9:30 p.m.  

Spotting fireflies is a special part of any summer night, be-

cause we so rarely see them. Are fireflies disappearing from 

our landscape? If so, why? Help scientists answer these ques-

tions by becoming a Firefly Watch citizen scientist. Come 

learn about this exciting project from biologist Scott LaGreca 

(Natural Science Coordinator at the Berkshire Museum), and 

get ready to report on the evening's first flashes! 

 

Wings That Go Bump in the Night 
Fri June 4 at 9 p.m. -10:30 p.m.  

Hear that tapping at your window during a warm summer's 

evening? Do you wonder who (or what) wants in? Get an up-

close and personal view of moths and other night-flying     

insects as they are drawn to a lighted sheet. Mark Mello 

(Research Director for the Lloyd Center for the Environment) 

will sort out the species and provide hints on identification. 

 

Owl Prowl 
Fri June 4 9 p.m. -10:30 p.m.  

Are you a "night owl"? Did you 

know that most owls can be identi-

fied by using only their calls? Join 

naturalist Rene Wendell 

(Conservation Ranger at Bartholo-

mew's Cobble, TTOR) "on the 

prowl" and search the forest for noc-

turnal animals, with a special focus 

on owls. 

 

SATURDAY SCHEDULE: 

 

STEM Family Program 

Saturday June 5th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

If you want to join the fun contact Scott LeGreca at  the Berk-

shire Museum, SLaGreca@berkshiremuseum.org or  

Lisa Provencher, lisa.provencher@mcla.edu. 

Berkshire BioBlitz 2010 
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Jr. Solar Sprint  

Date: Saturday, June 5 

Time: 9 a.m. 

Location: Reid Middle School,  

                950 North Street, Pittsfield 

http://www.mcla.edu/About_MCLA/Community/stempipeline/berkshirebioblitz/SLaGreca@berkshiremuseum.org


STEERING Committee 
 

Monica Joslin  

Dean of Academic Affairs, STEM Pipeline Fund  
  

Lisa Provencher  

Berkshire STEM Pipeline Coordinator 
 

Curtis Asch 

Berkshire Museum  
  

Ellen Barber  

Education Department, MCLA 
  

Jane Burke  

Flying Cloud Institute 
  

James E. Montepare  

Superintendent, North Adams Public Schools 

Lauren Moffatt  

Berkshire Environmental Resource Center, MCLA 
  

Julie M. Hannum  

Director, Berkshire Tech Prep Consortium 
  

Charles Kaminski  

Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs, BCC 
 

Barbara Malkas  

Deputy Superintendent Pittsfield Public Schools 
 

Chris Malumphy  

General Dynamics Advanced Information Systems 
 

Pam Malumphy  

Massachusetts Office of Business Development 
 

Paul OôBrien  

Southern Berkshire School District 
 

Heather Shogry  

Berkshire. County Regional Employment Board 
 

Michael Supranowicz  

President/CEO, Berkshire Chamber of Commerce 
  

Currently funded Berkshire STEM Pipeline Network programs: 

 

Got Math?  

STEM Fellows Project/STEM Family Programs 

Massachusetts Region I Middle and High School 

Science and Engineering fairs hosted by MCLA 

Regional Career Fair run by the Berkshire Tech Prep 

Consortium and hosted by BCC 

STEM Professional Development 

 

The goals of the Berkshire STEM Pipeline Network are to: 

 

- promote STEM education by increasing the number of students 

who participate in programs that support careers in fields related to 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  

 

- increase the number of qualified STEM and math teachers in 

Berkshire County; and 

 

- improve the STEM educational offerings available in public and 

private schools. 

 

Berkshire STEM Pipeline Network,  

375Church Street  

North Adams, MA 01247 

(413) 662-5525  

FAX: (413) 662-5580 

June Expanding Your Horizons in Science and Mathematics 

Friday June 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Berkshire Community College 

 

Berkshire BioBlitz 

Friday June 4 , 8 a.m. to Saturday June 5, 12 p.m., Pittsfield State Forest 

 

Berkshire BioBlitz Family Program, Saturday June 5, 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Pittsfield State Forest 

 

Upper Housatonic River Valley Experience 

Graduate course, July 6 - 9 and the 12, Intermodal Pittsfield and various locations 

 

July Robotics Camp 
July 26-30 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 
Energy & the Environment 
Graduate course, Jul 26-30 8:00 a.m.  to 5:00 p.m. at MCLA  
 
Teaching Science through the Inquiry Process (TSIP)  
June 28 ï JulyY 2, 2010: Monday ï Friday, 8:30AM ï 2:30PM plus four Saturdays: NOV 6 2010; Feb 5, 
April 9 and *May 7 2011 at the Statewide Science & Engineering Fair @ MIT 
 

August Robotic 2 Camp 
BCC, week of August 2-6 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 
Teaching Algebra to Middle & HS students 
Aug 9-14 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. BCC  
 

 For more info. about these activities or to add yours contact  <Lisa.provencher@mcla.edu> 

  

Calendar                      2010 


