1. General Standards
1.1 Students may enter projects on any scientific, mathematical, or engineering subject.  The exhibitor must be in grades 9-12 in any public, private or parochial school in the Region 1 area.  No distinction by grade is made in judging or granting of awards.  Projects may be the work of an individual student or a team. (See Team projects 6.0)

1.2 The actual notebook used in the process of doing experimental work must be an integral part of every project exhibit.  Only bound notebooks are acceptable.

1.3 No wall space will be available.  Posters must be self-supporting.  Participants must bring  their own grounded extension cords, power strips and tape.

1.4 All projects will be inspected for safety hazards and participants will be required to modify their exhibits where safety precautions necessitate.  Videotapes of demonstrations are preferable to actual demonstrations.

1.5 All exhibitors must display a Massachusetts Research Plan and accompanying consent forms where required.  
2. Structural Standards & Safety

2.1 The entire display must be confined to a 
      maximum space of 76 cm (30 in) deep x 122 
      cm (48 in) wide x 366 cm (12ft) high from 
      the floor.  Oversize projects will not be 
      accepted.  Fire laws prohibit occupying aisle 
      space.  All parts of the exhibit must be 
      structurally sound and constructed of durable 
       materials.
3. Biological Standards and Safety 
3.1 No vertebrates may be exhibited.  Dissected animals or parts of animals (except teeth, hair, nails, and dried animal bones) may not be exhibited.

3.2 Pathogenic cultures may not be exhibited.  Nonpathogenic bacteria and molds must be carefully covered in plastic Petri dishes or other plastic containers and sealed at all times.  Hypodermic needles or syringes may not be brought to or displayed at the Fair. 
3.3 The new rules for Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents can be found at www.scifair.com/newrules.htm.  
4. Electrical Standards and Safety 
4.1 All switches and cords for 110 volt operation must be of an approved variety.  Each 110 volt single phase operation must be provided with 180 cm or more grounded cord and the standard size grounded plug.

4.2 Ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) are required for all displays requiring electricity.

5. Chemical Standards and Safety 
5.1 Anything that could be hazardous must 

       not be brought to the Fair or exhibited  

       there including any chemical  

       substances. (Water and saline are the 

       exceptions.)

5.2 Open flames may not be displayed.

5.3 Glass containers are not allowed.

5.4 Mercury thermometers may not be brought to the fair.

6.  Team Projects 

6.1 Teams should consist of no more than three students.  Each team should appoint a team leader who will coordinate the work and may later act as spokesperson.  However, each member should be able to serve as spokesperson, be fully involved with the project, and be familiar with all aspects of the project.

6.2 The team should jointly submit one research plan (outlining each person’s task) and one abstract.

6.3 Team projects will be evaluated using the same rules and judging criteria as individual projects. 
6.4 Team projects are eligible for awards at the Regional Fair and can compete in the State Fair.
7.  Logistics 
 7.1 Participants should remain at their exhibits 

       until notified that judging has been 

       completed.

7.2 The Region 1 Planning Committee and MCLA will not be responsible for articles lost or stolen 

7.3 Non-compliance with any rules of the Fair is cause for disqualification of the exhibitor. 

7.4 For further information contact:

Monica Joslin

MCLA

375 Church Street

North Adams, MA 01247

Phone: 413-662-5242

Fax:  413-662-5580

Email: m.joslin@mcla.edu
