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NORTH ADAMS -- Shovels in hand, members of the 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts community 
joined state and building officials in prying open a 
$54.5 million gift together on Friday.

The ceremonious breaking of ground was the 
milestone launching construction of the $30 million 
MCLA Center for Science and Innovation. Meanwhile, 
$24.5 million will be used to renovate an existing 
academic building.

The MCLA Center for Science and Innovation is the 
single largest investment in public higher education 
in the history of Berkshire County, and the first new 
academic building built on the MCLA campus in 40 
years.

"I am one of many hard-working students here who 
love the science field. This will be preparing me for 
my future career as a medical doctor," MCLA biology 
student Jerry Kiahon told a crowd at the college’s 
Church Street Center.

"Thank you for this gift," said classmate Jennifer Jean 
Baptiste.

Both members of MCLA’s Class of 2014, the students 
will both be able to study in the new science center, 
scheduled to open in fall 2013.

MCLA President Mary Grant was praised for her 
leadership and collaborative efforts in steering the 
high-profile project. "The space matters. This will 
be the kind of facility that supports dreams, and the 
future," she said.

The project is primarily funded by a $54.5 million 
capital bond included in Gov. Deval Patrick’s $2 
billion higher education bond bill 

of 2008. The college’s funding resources are 

providing $1.7 million for furnishings.

The new $30 million science center will put MCLA’s 
chemistry, biology, environmental science, 
psychology and physics departments, along with 
the Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) Pipeline program and the Berkshire 
Environmental Resources Center into one new state-
of-the-art, high-tech, energy-efficient building.

The remaining $24.5 million will be used to 
renovate Bowman Hall, where the sociology, math 
and computer science departments will be relocated.

Both legislative and education officials touted the 
economic, educational and community-based 
benefits of the project.

"This project is important to the region and the 
commonwealth," said Patrick. He described how the 
state has focused on three areas of investment: 
education, innovation and infrastructure. The state 
has particularly invested in life sciences initiatives.

"The problem we’re trying to solve right now is an 
economic one," said Secretary Paul Reville of the 
state Executive Office of Education. He said that the 
leading solution is to "educate our way out of 
economic crisis" and to fill the "inspiration gap" by 
encouraging students to study and work in the 
STEM fields, areas where education and economic 
authorities worldwide say the new jobs are.

Lt. Gov. Timothy Murray noted that MCLA is on its 
way to filling that gap, with 27 percent of the 
college’s students majoring in a STEM field, and a 
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newly designed chemistry major on its way to being 
offered.

At a glance ...

Size: 65,000 square feet.

Height: Three stories.

Architecture/design: By Boston-based firm Einhorn 
Yaffee Prescott and the state Division of Capital 
Asset Management. 

Facilities: State-of-the art classrooms, offices, 
laboratories, research and presentation space; This 
includes a tiered 72-seat lecture space, a 32- and a 
24-seat classroom. There will also be a rooftop 
classroom, greenhouse, outdoor instruction areas 
and photovoltaic solar panel array. Other energy-
saving design features will be used in accordance 
with the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
certification system.

Learn more at: www.mcla.edu/About_MCLA/
centerforscienceandinnovation/
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