e Congratulations
Graduates ! May

2008

HISTORYINOTES

Volume 6, Issue 1 Spring/Summer 2008

POLITICAL SCIENCE AND PUBLIC POLICY MAJOR COMING TO A
HISTORY DEPARTMENT NEAR YOU

Dr. Robert Bence

WHEN WILL THE POLITICAL SCIENCE AND PUBLIC POLICY MAJOR BE OFFICIAL?

This past year the Department of History/Political Science/Geography completed its proposa
for a major in Political Science and Public Policy. This Spring the Massachusetts Board of Higher Ec
cation will review the proposal, and we hope to begin offering the program in the Fall. The new interc
ciplinary major builds on the strengths of our department, and many of the courses currently requirec
History majors can also be used to complete Political Science/Public Policy requirements.

WHAT | S UNI QUE ABOUT MCLA®&S POLI TI CAL SCIlI ENCE

This program is unique to Political Science programs in three ways. First, it focuses not only
on government institutions and the political process, but also on public policy. Students will gain kno
edge of specific policy areas and the policy process in the Berkshires and beyond. Secondly, studer
will interact with elected officials and policy practitioners in the classroom and at internship sites, test
classroom skills in real world professional job settings. Thirdly, students will have the opportunity to
benefit from speakers and research opportunities in a soon to be formed MCLA Public Policy Institut
WITH THE NEW MAJOR WHAT DIFFERENCES WILL CURRENT HISTORY MAJORS SEE IN
THE DEPARTMENT?

Many of the courses required or optional for Political Science and Public Policy majors are a
ones currently taken by History majors. So in many of the introductory History and Political Science
courses there will be both History and Political Science/Public Policy majors. These courses include
Modern World Civilization, American History | and I, plus U.S. and Comparative Government. Withir
the next year you may see new Political Science and Public Policy courses offered by political and p
icy practitioners, experts in their fields.

By Fall of 2009 we hope to have a new faculty member who will exclusively teaching Politica
Science and Public Policy courses.

The MCLA Public Policy Institute will be bringing big name speakers to campus, including a
very famous person this Fall. These speakers will support courses in both History and Political Scier
This exciting new program should also strengthen the History major, with opportunities for new cours
off-campus experiences, and fresh perspectives. Stay tuned.

Reflections of a History Department Graduate
Emma Stephens, class of 2008

I arrlveq at MC.LA with no idea about what | zes, as well as a final exam that contained
wanted to do with my life. Now, four years later and he question A Wh at
weeks away from graduation, | not only discovered a d beginning of time to the Agé of Explora-
rection to my life, but | also realized a deep passion for
history and international relations. Over the past four
years, | have made meaningful connections with other
dents as well as professors. | have had amazing exper
ences, including a dreaoometrue trip to France. Most
recently, | have been accepted to two prestigious unive

tion?0 were, needl es

Dr. Daniel Connerton was the one person

standing between me and a History degree.
Despite the evepresent threat of

Dr. Connerton, my interest in History was

growing. Luckily, | seemed to find my

ties in England. The lifehanging experiences | have ha niche in Clark Bill.i
here at MCLA are due in very large part, to the History and Dr Robert Bence
department. courses. At the same time, | was forming

At first, | was hesitant to declare myself a Histc lasting friendships with other History ma-
major. | watcheq my flpor mates suffer through-Pre _jors. With the support of these new friends,
Modern World Civilization. Weekly papers and oral qui
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I found the courage t o t ak e-ModernWdrléCivilizatios.t of Connertpndé
As much as | wo-MbdelthkwasaoabdsayhafiPbad; it cMaddrrdgve

was a lot of work and | spent many nights cursing Dr. Connerton and his insane notion of how a 100 level History cqurse
should be taught. With that said, | not only passed the course, but | aced it. It was at this moment that | knew | had jnade
the right decision to pursue a degree in History.
As much as | disliked P+®lodern, | was sad to see Dr. Connerton retire. His passion for histgry
2008 Graduates was evident in his extensive knowledge of the subject. | know | am not the only graduate who
considers PrdModern a rite of passage for all History majors.

cont. The best history courses | took were a L
Anthony Daly. The first course | took with Dr. Daly was also my first senior serhihéf Cen-
tury European Empires. | was terrified, unsure | would be able to hold my own in a 400 IeveiI

course. Luckily, | found the course absolutely fascinating, and it was at this point that | discqv-
ered a passion for international rel ati on|s
his approachable nature made it easy to ask him for advice and assistance not only for his gssign
ments, but for other courses as well.
This Fall, Dr. Daly was more than willing to write a recommendation for my graduate
school applications that proved instrumental in my acceptance to the Universities of Lancasfer an
Bristol. He also made it possible for me to fulfill the dieang dream of visiting France through
the his travel course this Spring. While | am grateful to every professor in the History departinent,
Dr. Daly has affected my life in more ways than one.
To end, | would like to offer some advice to the underclassmen: Do not let Historiogfa-
phy (or any other seemingly difficult courses) scare you away from the History department. Go to
class, take good notes, and take the time to write good papers. Most importantly, do not hegitate 1
ask your professors for anything, from another source for a paper to a recommendation for 4
scholarship or graduate school. The History department consists of the most helpful, friendly, and
committed professors on this campus. Thank you for four great years!

Local Hi story I s the Keyé
By Dawn Morin, Class of 2008

| find it amazing and hard to believe that | am one of just a few history students to
graduate with a local history minor. | strongly believe that local history is the key to understahd-
ing the larger picture of world history. By studying local history, you gain a personal connecjion

to the history that often seems | ike a di|st
For me, local history was the key that really sparked my interest in history in the firs
pl ace. I wanted to know my family connections to tjhe

incomprehensible to me. Imagine my great surprise when | found that | had a distant grandfather that guarded sugply
wagons during the Revolutionary War or that | had another grandfather who protected community members in his pome
from Indian attacks during the early frontier days of Pennsylvania. How proud | was to find yet another grandfathef who
had served three years and survived the Civil War, with his name forever memorialized on a monument for his parficipa-
tion at Gettysburg. I Il earned how my fathero6s paregnt
uncle served under General Patton in World War |l earning the bronze star. There were many other little things that put
history into perspective for me; not just the big events. | knew | now had a personal connection to history and that this
grand past of seemingly monumental events was in falct
As a history major | chose at the same time to minor in local history. The first course toward this endeavoif was
Local History Research Methods taught by adjunct faculty Susan Denault. She is an excellent researcher and payg me-
ticulous attention to detail, an essential trait for any researcher. She provided me with a strong foundation for sharpenin
my research skills which opened up new avenues of research possibilities that | had not considered before. What
learned in that class served me well for all the research papers in my college career. | had many opportunities to grepa
research projects of local significance while at the same time learning much about the community | live in.
My first project for the Local History Research Methods class was something | had just stumbled upon. | IIund
a relatively small entry in a North Adams history on
of America. o What a surprise it was to find that sjuc
research | was amazed at the wealth of undiscovered information in the community. The most fabulous treasures | was
able to find were the photographs that documented Ber
was even able to find a silent motion picture piece from 1906 of an actual balloon launch from Pittsfield! Needlesq to




say my research project grew into much more than a single research paper. | was asked to do ev-

eral presentations in the community showcasing the valuable information that | had discovered .
have also been encouraged to develop my research for publication as a local history monograp StudentTlps:
which | hope to complete after graduation.

Other local history projects | have been able to pursue at MCLA include research on a
prominent AfricanAmerican family in Pittsfield, the Persips, who have had ties to the communit
dating back to the late 1700s. | also researched the important role the Civilian Conservation C¢
(CCC) played in Berkshire County during the Great Depression and their legacy of parks and rg
tion facilities that are still enjoyed in the community today. | later extended that research to dis
cover the contributions that World War | veterans played in the CCC in Berkshire County. | ha
assisted Professor Frances JeiS#®eed in such research projects as the Afrisarerican Heritage
Trail of the Upper Housatonic Valley; Migrations and Renaissance of Harlem and Chicago, and
am currently working on tracing the family history of Rev. Samuel Harrison, company chaplain
the famed black regiment of the Massachusettsiithe Civil War.

| also think that local history is the key to making history more exciting for younger stu-
dents. How many times have you heard people say they hate histdiyat it 6s bor i
more than learning names and dates? What if these young kids discovered early on the signifi
their community or even their family played in the historical events they are reading and learni
about? Local history is a way to make the past more personal and to help it come alive.

Local history has been the key to much of the success | have had in my study of histor
have made a name and reputation for myself in the community and have been offered many o
tunities to participate in events and projects of local historical significance. | hope to take all thg
have learned and apply it to protecting the precious treasures and artifacts of history in an arch
setting. | strongly encourage history majors to consider a local history tract in their education i
order to gain another perspective to their study of the past. In addition to sharpening and enha
your research skills you will gain a deeper appreciation of history that is the story of all of us.

t he

Recalling History
Don Collingsworth, Class of 2008
Balancing work, school, students teaching and marriage are not always easy but for m
was the only way | could achieve my dream of being a teacher. | began at MCLA three years g
an entering sophomore with an Associate Degree in Culinary Arts. This was a major life and c:
change that altered my perspective. It has not always been easy. Juggling so much absorbed
and energy but has been an enriching experience. )
I found my niche quite easily in the Hi e
word? CRAZY! The joy and devotion to their field inspired me. | recall an occasion while mee
with ProfessorJoneSneed she told me that | needed a
that | was planned to use in my student te
tiond approach as a teaching strategy. I
load of work.
There were many late nights of reading, writing, or research. 1 still twitch just thinking

about many hours spent on transcribing an a
ful requirement of annotated bibliographie tdfe s
engine for crying out |l oud!o Man it was ¢ I wc

ment, this experience has so enriched/ cursed my life that | cannot even read an article, book,
or television show without automatically pulling out the historical references contained within it.

But this is not my attended purpose of writing this article. | am to explain how I did it, h
| achieved my degree with balancing all those different and demanding responsibilities. The tr
keys are; management of time and priorities, knowing what you must do today for tomorrow, w
can delay until the evenings or the weekend; making sure you build in time for editing (I am stil
good in this area) and computer/ printer problems. The second key is a strong and supporting
work of friends, family, and employers. M
that forgave me for not going out a lot, and coworkers and a boss that knew how important this
for me and would cover shifts and work around my class schedule.

The History faculty also was of great aid during my three years here | have experience
deaths in the family, new nieces and nephews, car trouble, moving, and the extra special probl
with the State Department. Still they lend a listening ear, empathy, and once or twice an exten
a paper that was due. If you are still in doubt about your fit in the History Department just liste
one of Professor Bencebs jokes, if you | au
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Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts

History, Political Science, and Geography Department
375 Church Street

North Adams, MA 01247

www.mcla.edu/hist

If you have any questions, or

would like to include something To:
in the next issue of OHistory
Noteso6, feel free to contact the

History Department!
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Amy Troelstra

Congratulations to
the new Phi Alpha
Theta History Honor
Society members:

History students traveled to France and Japan during Spring break 2008

History Department Kudos

ProfessorPecof c|l ass 666) was selected as the rec
outstanding service in teaching and alumni network.

Professor JonesSneedreceived a National Endowment for Humanities grant to attend the Civil R
Institute at Harvard in June/July 2008.

Professor Dalyreceived the Curriculum Development Award for his senior seminar course ) )
Mike Ameen( cl ass 009) was the recipient of the
history.

MaryWalsh( cl ass 011) was the recipient of the
freshmen history student.

From left to right: professors
Pecor, Daly, and Jon&need

This i ssue
Not esd6 was

Alex Hogue



