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Individual Enrichment Program Summer Session
Your first year at college will be one of the most exciting and rewarding years of your life; it will also be one of the most challenging. The 

Individual Enrichment Program at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts is designed to provide support during college by equipping 
you with the academic skills you will need to make your MCLA career successful and rewarding. The Summer Session, one component of 
the Individual Enrichment Program, is specifically designed to help students make the transition from high school to college, both academi-
cally and socially. The Summer Session is an intensive three-week program that emphasizes academic achievement and student success and 
provides an excellent opportunity to join the MCLA community.

During the Summer Session, students live and study on campus as an introduction to the fall semester. Students complete placement tests 
upon arrival and are enrolled in the following courses: writing, math, and learning strategies; during the fall semester, students also take The 
Creative Arts: Methods and History, a core curriculum class.

•	 Writing for College (3 additive credits)* - Develops students’ writing, research, and editing skills. Communicating
	 ideas and concepts effectively is vital to success in all fields of study and will result in better grades. 
•	 College Writing I (3 elective credits) - Builds college writing skills, emphasizing topic focus, thesis development,
	 rhetorical stance, tone, unity and coherence, rhetorical modes, standard written English, and revising skills. 
•	 Learning Strategies (3 additive credits)* - Supports reading and study skills that offer time-saving and effective
	 techniques for building vocabulary, improving comprehension/retention, and developing analytical thinking 
	 skills. 
•	 Math for College (3 additive credits)* - Prepares students for more advanced mathematics courses.
•	 The Creative Arts: Methods and History (3 core curriculum credits) - Explores basic themes shared by all the
	 arts. Field trips and hands-on experience augment readings and discussion as students explore the creative
	 process.

*Grades from courses with additive credits factor into a student’s grade point average (GPA), but additive credits cannot be used to satisfy 
MCLA graduation requirements.

Who qualifies for the Summer Session?
MCLA looks for students who have shown academic promise but may not have achieved their full potential in high school. Minimum 
admission criteria must be met in order to be accepted into the Summer Session and into the College as a matriculated student.

How do I apply?
Students interested in applying to the Summer Session must submit both the attached application and an application for admission to 
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, along with their high school transcripts and standardized test scores. In addition, all applicants 
must submit a paper written for a senior English class—one that has been graded and returned to the applicant—with their applica-
tions to the Summer Session. The Individual Enrichment Program Coordinator will contact Summer Session applicants and conduct a 
telephone interview. Students may also be invited to campus for an in-person interview.

When does the Summer Session begin?
The Summer Session runs from June 29 – July 24, 2010. It begins immediately following MCLA’s third Orientation Program (June 28 – 29), 
which all Summer Session students must attend.

Will I receive college credits and grades for the program?
Upon successful completion of all classes, students will earn 12 credits, some of which will be additive credits. Credits earned during 
the Summer Session become part of your academic record, contribute to your eligibility for financial aid, and are factored into your 
MCLA GPA, but additive credits are not used to satisfy MCLA graduation requirements.



Sample Summer Session Schedule (subject to modification)
Time Monday — Friday Saturday / Sunday

7:15 – 7:45 Breakfast

Weekend schedules are planned 
around the Cultural Enrichment 

Program and may include 
structured study sessions, 

small group meetings, on-campus 
activities, or extended study 
sessions (Reading Days) in 

addition to off-campus 
cultural enrichment activities.

8:00 – 10:20 Learning Strategies (with 10-minute break)

10:20 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 11:45 Math

11:45 – 12:30 Lunch and Advisor Meetings

12:35 – 1:30 Math (continued)

1:30 - 1:40 Break

1:40 – 4:00 Writing (with 10-minute break)

4:00 – 5:00 Activity/Open Time/Advisor Meetings

5:00 – 6:00 Dinner

6:00 – 6:30 Small Group Meetings (Monday/Thursday)

6:30 – 9:00 Structured Study

9:00 – 11:30 Open Time

11:30 Visiting Ends/Room Curfew

What is the cost?
The Summer Session is free to students who meet at least one of the following eligibility requirements: being a first-generation college 
student, qualifying as low income according to federal guidelines, or having a documented physical or learning disability. The Sum-
mer Session is part of a TRIO Student Support Services program supported by the College and a grant from the U.S. Department 
of Education, whereby the College pays for expenses associated with room and board, and the grant pays for academic expenses for 
eligible students. Those who do not meet one of the eligibility requirements will still receive free room and board but will pay expenses 
associated with the academic program.

What is the Cultural Enrichment Program?
Faculty and administrative staff coordinate excursions each weekend to concerts, plays, museums, state parks, and historic sites. These 
cultural enrichment events are directly linked to academic courses.

What else will be expected of me?
Because the Summer Session requires an atmosphere that is conducive to study, there are certain rules and regulations that must be fol-
lowed by all students. Students will be expected to commit fully to these expectations.

• Students must participate in all scheduled academic, counseling, and cultural enrichment program components.
• Use of alcohol or illegal drugs is absolutely prohibited during the Summer Session.
• Students are not permitted to have cars on campus during the Summer Session.
• Due to the intense nature of the program and the priority placed on academic achievement, students are 
   required to be in their assigned residence hall at night by the time stated in program handbooks.

In addition, there will be several opportunities for you to clarify your goals and direction and to become familiar with MCLA policies. 
These opportunities include individual sessions, as well as group workshops with professional counselors and staff. These sessions focus 
on academic planning and course selection; academic and student support services; financial aid, library and computer lab use; campus 
and community resources; and MCLA student rights and responsibilities.

Does the Individual Enrichment Program extend into the fall semester?
In addition to being enrolled in the creative arts class and completing the math class in the fall, students will have opportunities to meet 
with an advisor for individual counseling and to receive tutoring and academic support in college courses. Some students may also be 
eligible for additional grant funds to support first- and second-year college expenses. Beyond the fall semester, students are supported 
by the Individual Enrichment Program throughout their time in college—until graduation.
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Today’s Date:______________________Date of Birth:__________ /_ _________  /___________ 	               Gender:   Male   Female

Name:_ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MCLA
Individual Enrichment Program

Summer Session
Application Form

Permanent Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City or Town:____________________________________________________________ State:____________ Zip Code:_____________________

Telephone (Home):____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s Cell Phone (or alternate daytime phone):_________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:_ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of your High School:______________________________________________________________________________________________

Guidance Counselor’s Name and Phone Number:_ __________________________________________________________________________

Have you submitted your MCLA application?     yes   no	 Date submitted: ______________________________________________

Are you available and willing to participate in the residential Summer Session from June 29 through July 24, 2010? 

(including the June 28-29 Orientation Program)     yes   no     unsure

What is the best day and time to reach you to schedule a half-hour phone interview? Please also indicate the best phone number to use:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ethnic Background: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is English your primary language?    yes   no        If no, how long have you studied English?_____________________________________

I have enclosed a paper from a senior English class that was submitted, graded, and returned to me:  

	  yes   no       I will send graded paper separately  

Please Note:  Graded paper sample must be received before final review of your Summer Session application can be made.

	 Last	                	 First	                               M.I.

Space is limited! Please return this form
as soon as possible, but no later than Friday,  April 30, 2010.

Please print all information clearly.

Social Security Number:*      -   -     

MCLA Office of Admission
375 Church Street
North Adams, MA 01247
(800) 969-MCLA  (413)-662-5410 
admissions@mcla.edu  www.mcla.edu

*Required by U.S. Department of Education for Student Support Services programs; SS numbers are not disclosed/available to any other entities.



1.  Parent/Guardian Name:______________________________________________________________________________________________

    Home Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

    City or Town:_ ________________________________________________________ State:____________  Zip Code:_ ___________________

  Telephone (Home):__________________________ (Work): _________________________ (Cell): _________________________________

  Email Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a documented physical disability?      yes    no     Will you request accommodations for this disability?     yes    no  

Do you have a documented learning disability?     yes      no     Will you request accommodations for this disability?     yes      no                       

Signature____________________________________________________________________________  Date:_ ________________________

Family and Income Information

Eligibility Information

 $0 – $16,245

 $16,246 – $21,855

 $21,856 – $27,465

Information on sex, age, marital status, ethnic origin, and disability is optional.  It is collected for compliance reports in connection with federal regulations pursuant 
to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended by the Executive order 11375, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Part 
86.45 C.F.R..  This is a voluntary action to overcome effects of limited participation.  Information will be kept confidential.  Refusal to furnish such information will 
not be used to discriminate in admission or in participation in any of the educational programs offered at MCLA.

My signature below indicates that all of the information provided in this application and on associated papers is complete and 
accurate to the best of my knowledge.

If the eligibility category you wish to declare is based upon a documented disability, please enclose documentation of your 

disability with this application to the Office of Admission.

Living with:       Parent(s)    Guardian    Independently        Total number of people in your household:  __________

Please check the box next to your family’s taxable income.  For example, if your family’s taxable income is $32,000 per year, 
then you would check the box next to $27,466 – $33,075 because your family’s income falls within this range.
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 $27,466 – $33,075

 $33,076 – $38,685

 $38,686 – $44,295

 $44,296 – $49,905

 $49,906 – $55,515

 $55,516 or more

	                                                   Last	                     	 First	                                        M.I.	

Does your father/guardian hold a bachelor’s degree?         yes     no

Does your mother/guardian hold a bachelor’s degree?      yes      no

2.  Parent/Guardian Name:______________________________________________________________________________________________

     Home Address:_ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

     City or Town:_________________________________________________________ State:____________  Zip Code:_ ___________________

     Telephone (Home):__________________________ (Work): _________________________ (Cell): _________________________________

    Email Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

	                                                   Last	                     	 First	                                        M.I.	



Dennise Carranza ’13
Hometown: Worcester, MA

Major: English/Communications

I can recall my excitement when I first arrived at MCLA for the Summer Session.  I was ready for new experiences and 
to meet new friends.  The program has helped me to prepare for academics and the experiences I will have throughout 
my college life.

The most important part of the Summer Session is academic.  I would not have been as prepared for college without 
it. I have greatly strengthened my math and writing skills and have learned how to better manage my time.   

In addition to the classes, we attended different museums, climbed Mt. Greylock, learned about classical music and attended 
Measure for Measure, a Shakespearean play.  All these amazing experiences have helped me to become better acquainted with 
college life, the Berkshires, and the different cultures I will be surrounded by during the next few years.

The Summer Session was a great experience.  I am so glad I was able to share three weeks with wonderful people who 
are now a part of my life.  The Summer Session is a great start for college students to get ready to set new goals and to 
succeed in education and future careers.

Stephanie Rivera ’13
Hometown: Springfield, MA

Major: Undeclared

My Summer Session experience this summer gave me the 
opportunity to start my college career as a new beginning, 
while providing a preview of what campus life is like.

It taught me time management — I learned that even though 
I have free time, I will not always be able to go and have fun; 
I will have to spend extra time studying in my dorm or in one 
of the computer labs.  This Program taught me so much, and 
I am glad that I was able to spend these three weeks with new 
people.

Celebrating 30 Years of Student
Support Services at MCLA

1980–2010
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m
mer Session

30th Anniversary
1980 – 2010

MCLA
My College. Right from the Start.

For more information about the 
Individual Enrichment Program Summer Session,
please contact:

Learning Services
Wendy Guerra
Individual Enrichment Program Coordinator
413-662-5389
W.Guerra@mcla.edu

Office of Admission
Maritsa Barros
Assistant Director for Multicultural Recruitment
413-662-5410
M.Barros@mcla.edu

Stephanie Rivera (top, second from left) with friends at the fall 
ALANA dinner.


