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Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts

New Department Faculty Member: Welcome Petra Hejnova!

The Department
of History, Political Sci-
ence and Geography is
pleased to announce that
Professor Petra Hejnova
will be joining the depart-
ment beginning in Sep-
tember, 2009.

A native of the
Czech Republic, Dr. He-
jnova received her B.A.
and M.A. in Public Policy
and Social Policy from
Charles University in Pra-
gue. She is currently
completing her Ph.D. in
Political Science at Syra-
cuse University, where
she also received a M.A.
in Political Science.

Dr. Hejnova will
bring a wealth of United
States and international
knowledge and teaching
experiences to add
courses to both the His-
tory program and the new
Political Science and Pub-
lic Policy major. She has

By Dr. Robert Bence

taught courses such as the
Global Community,
Women and Leadership,
Social Policy and Welfare,
American National Gov-
ernment, Political Theory,
Contemporary Political
Transitions, Cooperative
Education in Politics and
Government, Leadership
and Social Struggle and
European Social Policy.
In addition, she has taken
students to Dubai, Czech
Republic, Cuba and Mex-
ico. In addition to Eng-
lish she speaks Czech and
Spanish and has a work-
ing knowledge of German
and Russian. She is truly
a citizen of the world, and
will be a major addition to
what is already a diverse
active department.

At MCLA this fall
she will be teaching Com-
parative Governments
and Public Policy, Com-
parative Social Policy, and

in future semesters will be
offering a variety of new
and innovative courses.

During her inter-
view Professor Hejnova
was very impressed with
the campus, especially the
quality of the students.
Majors involved in the
search process found her
classroom style to be in-
formative, open and en-
thusiastic, a professional
who loves teaching and
interacting with students.

Professor He-
jnova is excited about
joining our faculty and
looking forward to be
part of our growing pro-
grams. An avid partici-
pant in outdoor sports,
Dr. Hejnova is also antici-
pating taking in all the
opportunities available in
the Berkshires.

Professor Clark Billings Retires

By Dr. Daniel Connerton

When Randy Hansis and I joined the faculty of North Adams State College
in September 1970, Clark Billings had already been teaching here since the late
'60's. So I suppose we could say that with Clark's retirement this year, it is a pass-
ing of the "OId Guard". (Continuned on next page)



Clark was an innovator in courses
in American history and politics
during the 60's and eatly 70's, as
well as a scholar/activist on cam-
pus and in the community of
Billings has taught at North Adams. He lived and taught
MCLA since the late’ through the tumultuous Vietnam

1960’s War era and the invasion of Cam-
photo credit - bodia in mid-1970, when the
iberkshires.com

NASC campus was alive with
demonstrations, and the faculty
were split on the decision to call
off final exams—they were, but the faculty remained
divided.

That was probably Clark's first encounter with
liberal vs conservative, real politics. Of course he had
always been an avid student of and lecturer on the
Hamilton - Jefferson theories of government, as many

Combine Passion with Experience, an

Billings to Retire .

of our history majors will remember. In many ways
Clark's career was defined by the growing left/right
split in US politics from the 1960's right up to today.
Clark enjoyed the hustle and bustle of politics; he was
acting Town Manager for Wilbraham, member of vari-
ous North Adams city commissions, and City Coun-
selor for North Adams during the '80's, 90's and
through 2009. His television career was sometimes
shocking and controversial but always provocative.
Academic politics and city-state-nation-world politics
were his lifeblood. He was an ardent teacher, friendly
advisor to students, and a supportive colleague.

The Department wishes Clark an enjoyable
retirement in Newport, Rhode Island, where he will be
moving. Take up sailing, Clark, and join the Newport
Historical Society—they need a shaking up!

d You Have an MCLA History Major

Tom Carter, Class of 2009

When I was in high school, I made a decision
to go into history. It was one made with little consid-
eration; after all, what drove me more than anything
was a sheer passion. After four years here, I retain
that passion, but now I have the tools to succeed in a
professional environment, no matter what field I
chose to enter. I owe a great deal to the History De-
partment at MCLA, both on an academic level and
on a personal level. Not only are the professors and
other history majors here my peers and contempo-
raries, but they’re my friends and my family. They
know me, and I know them. Through thick and
through thin, these are the people that have been
here for me. Because of them, I have become a bet-
ter person: honest, loyal, and passionate about what I
do. It is hard to believe I’'m actually at this point.
Two years ago if you had mentioned graduation, I
would have laughed it off. Now when I think of
graduation, it boosts my confidence and instills pride

this is the culmination of four years of growth and
development, “fine-tuning” if you will. I have to

thank the professors. Not only have you given me
the opportunity to shine professionally, but also a

chance. Your honest advice and refusal to give up on
me, even when it seemed I gave up on myself, is what
drove me forward and upward. My only regret is not
realizing my own potential sooner; you got me to tap
into it. It feels like yesterday that I walked in here, a
bright-eyed freshman with high hopes and no idea as to
what I was getting myself into. When I look back, I'm
quite glad I chose MCLA; because its required you take
a broad base of courses, even within the major, it better
prepares you for a wider swath of real-world scenarios.
It may not seem it when you take classes you feel are
irrelevant, but what you learn and get out of it will
prove extremely valuable. And so it comes to an end. I
will never, ever forget my experiences here; they will live
on both in how I think and what I do. If I had to give
one piece advice to future history majors, it would be
this: never lose sight of the prize. The road may be long,
and I guarantee it will be difficult at times. However, it
is because of these difficulties that I emerged stronger
and more able to face the world, and I know that you
will too. Thank you all, and remember that the strings

of fate are always in your hands to control.
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Kevin Pink’s Tips for Incoming History Majors 2009 Graduates

Kevin Pink, Class of 2009 cont.
Welcome to the History Department. By the time you read this, I’ll be long gone.

L . . . Katharine Gilbert
However, it will be with considerable sadness that I've left this place. The Massachusetts Col-

lege of Liberal Arts is an excellent institution, both for your pursuit of history and for your Frederick Karl
growth as a person. Please at least consider the advice 'm about to lay out for you, as it may
enhance your college experience. First, follow your interests. If you enjoy European History, James Fitch
keep signing up for Professor Daly’s classes. If the Han Dynasty is your thing, hang with Dr.
Huang. If you’re all about the American Civil War, Professor Jones-Sneed is your lady. If you Simone Lotrain
can’t get enough of abstract political philosophy and crazy one-liners, spend your time with
Professor Bence. The History major provides you with the flexibility to study whatever you Lz ikl
want to study. Second, pay attention in the hard classes. I'll tell you right now, Research & .
O . . . . Aaron Ristino
Bibliography is about as fun and exciting as painting a fence. Dr. Huang might even agree
with me. That said, in terms of sheer value towards your overall learning experience, R& B Gabricla Rivera
and Historiography are indispensable. They will teach you the nuts and bolts of what it means
to write history. This also applies for the senior seminars. You don’t take those classes be- Greg Rosen
cause they’re a walk in the park; you take them to challenge yourself and excel. Third, hang
out at the History House. You will learn a lot, and have some great discussions, by spending Ayanna Samuel
an hour or two here and there at that little blue house on the corner of Montana and Porter.

Each of the professors has his or her own great stories to tell you if you listen long enough. Brittani Sprague

Professor Bence will go on for hours if you let him, so it’s okay to take off after he’s told you

for the fourth time about that time all of the students on his travel course got malaria. Fourth, do

your homework. Forget the key terms quizzes you did in high school. You’re playing with the professionals now. Make
sure you read when the professors tell you to, because you’re going to need to know that information- maybe not for
the next class, but for one very shortly down the road. Likewise, turn in your papers. Ten points off doesn’t look like
much on Friday, but when Wednesday rolls around and your 90 has turned into a 70, it will seem much more impor-
tant. Fifth, whenever the Red Sox, Boston College, or the Maple Leafs lose, make sure to remind Professor Daly of
that. He’ll appreciate it. When the Red Sox lose in particular, remember to remind Professor Pecor. In the event that
Fidel Castro ever dies, remind Professor Pecor that Kevin Pink was right. He’ll know what you’re talking about. Sixth,
help out your department. Go to Accepted Students’ Days, attend Open Houses, etc. Help the professors sell incoming
students on the History Department. If you’re invited, join Phi Alpha Theta. At the very least, you’ll have someone to
commiserate with when nobody can understand what Professor Bence is talking about. Again. Seventh, remember the
proud tradition of camaraderie that precedes you. For years, history students have worked hand-in-hand with other his-
tory students and faculty to make for a comfortable, supportive learning environment for everyone involved. You owe
it to those who came before you to keep it up. Lastly, get involved on campus. Join the Student Government Associa-
tion, get involved with Yorick, become an RA with Residential Programs & Services, become a tour guide with Admis-
sions, play intramural wiffleball, work at one of the security desks in the residence areas, put on some awesome events
with SAC. Learning at MCLA is not contained entirely in a classroom. The lessons you learn outside of Bowman are
just as important as the Glorious Revolution, Zhang He’s treasure ships, and the Silk Road. You’ll find yourself apply-
ing lessons from one domain in the other. Moreover, History majors are well-known for being on the ball, so those
organizations need you. Don’t let them down.

In closing, I would like to reiterate how much I will miss MCLA. It has been home, school, and everything in
between to me in the last few years. To my professors, you’ve all taught me more than just the facts associated with
your respective courses, and I could never thank you enough for that. To incoming history majors, you have four years
to learn and grow here. Make the most of every minute, and make sure to have fun. Never forget that every day, you
write your own history, and add it to that of those who came before you. I know you’ll make us all proud.
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I Received A 1ot of Help Along the Way

Kassim Mike Ameen
MCILA Class of 2009

As a non-traditional student graduating next month from MCLA my mind wanders back to
all of the anxieties, worries and fears I had as I came back to the school that I left as a nineteen year
old in 1983. My decision to come back to school, especially as a History major at MCLA turned out
to be one of the most life changing moments of my life. What MCLA, its History department and all
of the school community have meant to my life cannot be summed up in a few words. But I will try.

As my time at MCLA as an undergraduate comes to an end I would like to take a moment
and reflect not my accomplishments but the positive effect that the many students, teachers and staff
that I had the pleasure of interacting with in my short time as a “college kid.” Many have played a
role in my experiences at MCLA. Jerry Smosky of the Biology department and Jill Gilbreth in the
English department had influences on me that they may not even be aware of but they will always be
remembered by me as motivators to do well and succeed in life. Glenn Lawson in the library was al-
ways there as a friendly face with a helpful hand with all of my research problems through my four
years of trying to please the professors of MCLA’s History department.

I cannot speak highly enough of the quality of the professors of history at MCLA. Professor
Connerton was there in 1983 and was the professor in my first class back in the fall of 2005 and I
owe a lot to his helpfulness in helping a scared 42 year old man adjust to being back at school. Pro-
tessors Huang, Billings, Sneed and my former high school history teacher Don Pecor challenged me
in different ways and have helped me understand what history truly is about; learning from the past
to be able to have a positive effect on the future.

There are two professors that I would like to single out and mention separate from the others
so they will know how much they have taught me and how their influences will stay with me for the
rest of my life; Professor Anthony Daly and Bob Bence. Its funny, one’s a Canadian and the others a
Canadian wannabe (I hope they get the irony!) and these two men have shown this guy from North
Adams, a Republican, what it is to be a true educator and role model for all students. Between the
two I have taken eleven courses and I would love to take many more. Professor Bence, also my fac-
ulty advisor is a class act. A man of integrity, a teacher who is willing to let students explore for
themselves and to seek answers to complex questions and ideas no matter what their political or so-
cial views are. I wish I was there in the fall to take the “Bush Presidency” course. I still think he
waited for me to graduate to offer it

Professor Daly made me realize I could reach for a different level that I did not think was
even possible, which is the essence of a definition of a teacher. His advice, critiques, opinions, talks
and comments will stay with me and I hope they do not end with my graduation. He challenged me
to not be satisfied with mediocrity, to not accept just doing something without the goal of it being
the very best. As I write this I am thinking of him editing it and pointing out my mistakes!

What was not a mistake was my decision to become a history major at MCLA. I will miss my
short time spent there, learning from some of the best people I have ever met. Thank all of you for a
second chance at learning.
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A Trip Into the East: A Personal Account of

the 2009 China Travel Course

Tony Yuskaitis, Class of 2010 occupation in China’s history. This

The sun never set the first day we  was trumpeted ten-fold by the obvious
arrived in Shanghai. Thirteen hours in the ~ Western structures that dotted the ob- This issue of History
air and, still, the sun shown just as servation route of the river. Notes was edited by
brightly as it did when we left. When we When we left the city to head Rory Har.
landed it was approximately around the deeper into the heart of China, the real
same time we had left the United States; impact of Chinese life become more Congratulations to
it was an odd sensation to step off the air  and more apparent as city blocks the new Phi Alpha
craft then. The feel of the area around was  melted away. Xi’an was our second Theta History Honor
much like home — the terminal layout had  stop. In contrast to the coast, this Society members:

the same comforts of the West and all the growing City held more of the ancient
things one would expect out of an airport.  flavors that had been my focal point of
Of course, nothing was written out in interest for a long time. Once an an-
English and that was probably one of the cient capital, Xi’an now drew in tour-
first signs that really brought reality back  ists from all over the world, including
to my flight-numb senses. But it was only  those native to China. Remnants of the
when we passed through the immigration  o]d towered against industry, creating
terminal did I really fully understand the a backdrop of history in the modern

situation. I was in China. age. The ancient capital was thick with
I have always wanted to go to the it — layers upon layers of these impe-
East since I was a young child. My step rial structures melded into the post-
mother and her father had a collection of ~ modern society. Even the great impe-
old Chinese artifacts that the family had rial wall still stood as a reminder of
amassed over the years and I always China’s grand past.
found myself fascinated with them. The As a native to the United
ancient Chinese culture was always some-  States, it was hard for me to under- MC L A
thing exotic and magical to me as a young  stand how the people of China felt
brat from the suburbs of Boston. I prom- about this magnitude of history resting R IR RS
ised myself that I would see that place just at their doorstep. For me, it was a
one day. sign of respect and a signature of a
Walking out into the streets of connection with the past as a means of
Shanghai, it became apparent that the city  progressing into the modern age. I will
was an integral part of Chinese coastal and forever state that I can never truly
existence. The foot traffic was tremen- comprehend the personal connection la.edu/hist
dous; never mind the naval bustle that to all of the treasures that Xi’an em- WIS SRS
was happening just beyond the concrete bodies, but I did feel an appreciation
and steel. Shanghai was an essential hub for much there was in this single city
for foreign and domestic wears and as alone.
Doctor Huang went on to explain, Shang- (Continued on next page)

hai was a main area for foreign trade and
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A Trip into the East cont.

We left Xi’an at night; the moon at our back
side, we travelled the countryside by a sleeper train.
Four of us to a room, I learned to get comfortable
with the people I was traveling with and, for a little
while, we let loose as the train barreled us towards
Baoding.

Out of all the places we stayed, Baoding
proved to be one of the most important. Hebei Uni-
versity, our local college partner, invited us with
open arms and warm hearts the morning we stepped
off the train. We were allowed a day with the stu-
dents there and we exchanged stories of our experi-
ences as college students in the United States while
they gave our group an extensive look into the
world of a Chinese college student. To say the ex-
perience was incredible is not giving it enough
credit.

We did not stay very long in Baoding; we
had a final destination waiting for us just a few
miles away and it was time for us to make it there.
What waited was the country’s capital, a place of
wonder and of many heartfelt memories. This place
was none other than Beijing.

The city was unlike any other metropolis I
had been to before; the sky line was alight with
sights and sounds the world over. But beyond it all
was the deep history of the past century’s turmoil
and struggle. Here, the presence of the country’s
vicious communist past was more present than ever.

Stepping through the ancient relics left be-
hind during the firestorm that was the Cultural
Revolution, I saw things not many people are privy
to. As a history major and as someone who comes
from a family that fled the communist regimes of
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With Chinese students at Hebei University
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In Beijing's Forbidden City

Eastern Europe, seeing some of the great relics from 44 washed in.

this immensely tense period was more of an eye
opener than any history book or text could give me.
Doctor Huang told stories of the period, of his own
personal history during the Mao years and the city
reflected that firsthand account. Much of what was
left behind was all that was spared during the great
siege of the Cultural Revolution. To the regret of
many, much was lost during this rampant attack on
feudalism and the old. Fortunately, the times have
changed and a new tide of respect and preservation

What is important is that people remem-
ber the history. That was probably one of the
most important parts of this journey — to under-
stand a culture, one must go to the beginning of
sorts, to find out the start and move from there.

Of course, getting to know the native
population and being able to socialize with peo-
ple was wonderfully enriching as well. Without
it, I doubt I would not have taken so many
memories back with me.
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