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Sprague Electric Employes Teach
Company - Sponsored Radio Course

Walter Lamphier
Staff

Robert Sheehan
Staff

Michael Geroulo
Staff

The Sprague Electric Company-
sponsored course in electronics which,
divided into two classes, meets two
nights a week, is progressing under the
able teaching of Mike Geroulo, Bob
Sheehan, and Walter Lamphier. At
the end of the current twelve week
course, the classes in Elements of Radio
will be repeated for the benefit of those
employes who were unable to enroll in
the first classes.

This first series is planned as an el-
ementary course for those who have
never studied electronics or who wish
to brush up on elementary knowledge.
Basic terms are stressed with a min-
imum of physics and mathematics,
and no homework is required for this
course. It is hoped that there will be
enough interest shown to provide more
advanced courses at the completion of
this series.

Mike Geroulo, who instructs the
class which meets on Monday and
Wednesday nights from 7:00 to 9:00,
was in the Air Force from 1943-1946
as a radio operator, and received his
B.S. in Physics from St. Louis Univer-
sity where he was on a teaching scholar-

ship—giving him valuable experience
as an instructor—and where he receiv-

| ed his M.S. in 1950. Mike came to
Sprague Electric a year ago, in Feb-
ruary of 1952. He and Mrs. Geroulo
have two children, and live in Williams-
town where he is a member of St. Pat-
rick's Holy Name Society.

The instructor for the Tuesday night
session of the second class is Bob Shee-
han who is with Research and Engin-
eering. He has been with the
Company for three and a half years,
after having graduated from R. P. I.
in Electrical Engineering. He was in
the service from 1943-1946, and was
awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze
Star, Silver Star, and Croix de Guerre
medals for valor. Teaching electron-
ics is only one phase of activity which
Bob carries on after working hours:
he belongs to the Hoosac Valley Radio
Club; is a Cub Master in Williams-
town, where he and Mrs. Sheehan live;
is on the town committee for the use of
Lasell gym; and he is assistant librar-
ian of the Berkshire Symphony Orches-
tra. In college he was elected to Sigma
Xi, honorary science and engineering
society, Tau Beta Pi, and Eta Kappa
Nu—L.C.R. Bob and his wife have
two children.

Walt Lamphier, who received his
bachelor's degree in Physics in 1948
from Williams, teaches the Thursday
night class. He belongs to the Am-
erican Physics Society. He was in the
Navy three years, a tail gunner and
flight engineer, and received the Navy
Flying Cross and the Air Medal with
four stars. He and his wife, the former
Mary Dennato, with their daughter,
live in Williamstown.

WILLIAMSTOWN
LIONS CLUB

VARIETY SHOW

February 27
and

February 28

Boy Scouting Aided
by Company Employes

Many employes of the Sprague Elec-
tric Company have taken an active part
in Scouting in this area. One of the
most outstanding is Mr. Charles Wil-
son, foreman of Salvage, who was a
member of the original Boy Scout
Troop in England which Lord Baden-
Powell formed. Mr. Wilson, who no
longer is active, was instrumental in
forming the Berkshire Council and in
hiring the first professional Scout Ex-
ecutive for Berkshire County, which
today has a membership of over 2700
boys. The county is divided into dis-
tricts, and the area which includes
North Adams and Williamstown, the
northernmost section, is known as the
Trail District.

Mr. Arthur Ceeley, Chairman of
Cub Pack 99 of Williamstown, has one
of the most successful Cub Packs in
America. Robert Sheehan and Arthur
Christopher of the Labs are Cub Master
and assistant Cub Master respectively.
William Lesure of Time Study at
Brown Street is President of the Dis-
trict Commissioners. Mr. Lesure has
been in Scouting since he was a boy and
is a senior Eagle Scout. Mr. Ralph
Bullet of Wire Coating, who holds the
Silver Beaver rank for volunteer
Scouting, is one of the Scout Masters
of the Trail District. Mr. Bullet was
awarded the Silver Beaver rank two
years ago by the Council for his untiring
efforts for Scouting. Mr. Daniel Don-
ovan of Automatic Rolling is chairman
of the Troop 36 Scout Committee
sponsored by the CYC at St. Francis
Church, and Robert Boyer, foreman of
the Warehouses, is in charge of camping
activity for the Trail District, and also
is one of the leaders of Scout Troops
in this city. Assisting him are Ernest
Coombs and Melvin Tierman of the
Labs. Mr. Thomas Cullen of Time
Study is on the Executive Board of
the Berkshire Council.

Mr. Robert Howard of Production
is Scout Master in Williamstown,
where Troop 65 which meets at 7:30
on Tuesday night in the Congrega-
tional Church, is looking for a leader
or assistant leader. Anyone interested
should contact Douglas Norton at
Ext. 400.

Doris Delisle Crowned
American Legion Queen

Mrs. Dora Delisle, who works in Dry
Rolling Assembly was crowned queen
of the fourth annual American Legion
Ball, which was sponsored by the Frank
R. Stiles post at the Legion home on
Holden Street on Friday evening, Feb-
ruary 6. Mrs. Rena Bua, of General
office at Beaver Street, and Mrs. Mary
Bua, of KVA were among her atten-
dants. Dora's husband, James, works
in Industrial Oil Stacking.

Robert C. Sprague Returning
to Company After Vacation

Other Management Changes
Will Remain in Effect

Robert C. Sprague

Other Pictures on Page 3

Mr. Robert C. Sprague, who re-
cently resigned as president of Sprague
Electric Company, has expressed his
regret to President P2isenhower that he
will not be a member of the defense
team. Mr. Harold E. Talbott, now
Secretary of the Air Force, in early
January asked Mr. Sprague to accept
the assignment of Under-Secretary of
the Air Force, subject of course, to
confirmation of the Senate. After
talks with Mr. Talbott and one with
President Eisenhower on January 10
in New York, Mr. Sprague accepted
the appointment and immediately sev-
ered all business connections of every
kind. Upon the invitation of Mr.
Roswell L. Gilpatric, then Under-Sec-
retary of the Air Force, he went to
Washington on Tuesday, January 13,
to familiarize himself with the respon-
sibilities of the Under-Secretary. Be-
fore doing so, however, Mr. Sprague
spoke to many informed and able law-
yers who informed him that having
taken the personal action which he had
done, he could, if approved by the
Senate, accept his new responsibilities
as Under-Secretary in good conscience
and without the necessity of selling his
stock in the Sprague Electric Company.

On January 26, when the Board of
Directors of the Sprague Company met,
an additional step was taken to elim-
inate any conflict of interest in any
transaction involving the Air Force
and the Company. The Directors
adopted a resolution that during Mr.
Sprague's service with the Air Force,
the Sprague Electric Company would
enter into no contracts whatsoever with
the Air Force. Since the volume of
business with the Air Force is very
small, only 7/l0 of one per cent of
total business, and since the Air Force

could purchase through other sources
and channels any items sold by the
Company, this in no way would inter-
fere with the acquisition of needed de-
fense or military products. According
to certain members of the Senate
Armed Forces Committee this more
than complied with the spirit and
titles of Section 434, Title 18, of the
V. S. Code.

Mr. Sprague felt that he could not
dispose of his stock in the Sprague
Electric Company for many reasons,
principally the fear that stock control
might: pass to out-of-town investors
who would not have at heart the wel-
fare of the community's economic
well-being—for which it depends heav-
ily on the Sprague Electric Company.
Therefore, it was decided finally not
to submit his name to the Senate for
consideration as Under-Secretary of
the Air Force. Mr. Sprague, conse-
quently, will take a vacation before
returning to the Company.

Mr. Julian K. Sprague, as had been
announced on January 28, has been
elected to fill his brother's position as
president of the Company. The newly
created position of Executive Vice-
President, with responsibilities for
manufacturing and coordinating en-
gineering developments with produc-
tion, has been filled by Mr. Ernest L.
Ward, and Mr. William J. Nolan is
Vice-President in charge of Employe
Relations, also a new position.

Mr. George B. Flood, who has been
associated with the Company since
shortly after its move from Quincy to
North Adams, is continuing as Treas-
urer of the Company, and also has
assumed added responsibilities as one
of four members of a newly formed
advisory committee. Other members
are Mr. Julian K. Sprague, chairman,
and Messrs. Ward and Nolan.

Mr. Robert C. Sprague, Jr., son of
Mr. Sprague, had been elected a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors to fill
his father's vacancy. Mr. Sprague,
Jr., the company's Director of Em-
ploye Relations, will continue as a
member of the Board of Directors as
well as with his other duties which in-
clude full responsibility for the com-
pany's air activities.

Mr. Neal W. Welch, until recently
Sales Administrator of the Company,
has been appointed Director of Sales,
while Miss Mary E. Avery, Assistant
Secretary of the Company who had
been secretary for Mr. Robert C.
Sprague since the founding of the
Company, is continuing in her cor-
porate capacities.

BROTHERHOOD WEEK
Feb. 15 to Feb. 22
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Editorial
"Do unto others as you would they do unto you" is certainly

a phrase we all have heard since childhood; but how many of us
try, in our every day life, to carry through the advice?

The National Conference of Christians and Jews is celebrating
its twenty-fifth anniversary with Brotherhood Week from Feb-
ruary 15 to February 22. The leadership of this group against
intolerance in all its phases has been most effective, for its pro-
gram is based on broad enough principles so that wasted efforts
on petty incidents are eliminated. This group is the counter-
attack against hate and envy and nationalized greed which are
the weapons of war which destroy peoples and nations.

We think that we've progressed light years in distance from
the prejudices and ignorance of the Dark Ages. And yet, the
hates and prejudices of today have descended to us from those
Dark Ages. America, with its Declaration of Independence,
set itself as an example of toleration—all men are entitled to
"life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." Still, we have seen
in our own times men, women, and children who because of
differences in race and religion have been exterminated, mur-
dered, subjected to every possible human indignity. This of
course, was not in America, nor are the outright purges which
the Kremlin has recently started. This country's very founda-
tion is the antithesis of such wanton depravity.

But the prejudices, ignorance, and hatred which prompt
such maniacal schemes still live in petty minds to ever present
a threat to the fundamentals of American liberty. Jim Crow
laws linger, and hotels and social clubs still have their restrictive
clauses. Colleges have racial or religious quotas—in some of
which, students discover the quota for their race or religion to
be an even zero per cent.

Other threats are even more insidious: the casual, under-
mining phrase of the sanctimonious hypocrite who murmurs,
"Now, personally, I believe everybody is equal, and I think all
this bigotry today is shameful, but just the same, did you realize
that. . .?" Usually this person operates under a social protector-
ate where mores decree that the listener must tactfully shake
his head with an understanding look upon his face, rather than
get into a discussion of "Why do you say that? When or where
did it happen?" So, instead of being pinned down at its birth,
a nasty little rumor or insinuation flourishes to bloom another
day.

Everyone should realize that propaganda is not a technique
of psychological warfare to be used during national emergency
only; everyone should use it every day! For propaganda can be
negative or positive, and we need much more of the latter today.
Brotherhood Week is one short period of time when we are re-
minded of something which should be second nature to us. It
is a week sponsored by an organization whose purpose is:". . .to
promote justice, amity, understanding and cooperation among
Protestants, Catholics and Jews. . . . " Voluntary contributions
are its sole source of financial support. But every person can
support Brotherhood Week and the National Conference of
Christians and Jews by remembering the words of Edwin Mark-
ham: "We have committed the golden rule to memory; let us
now commit it to life."

The Phctc Clinic
By Howard W. Freese

Dust off that old camera or take the
new one out of last year's Christmas
wrappings and start taking pictures—•
photography is fun!

There are photographic opportunities
galore all around us. Take that family
of yours—now here's where you can
spend many happy hours with the
camera. Remember the photographic
album you were going to keep which
would record the children as they grow
up; is it up to date? Why not take
pictures of the kids this week-end?
Show them at play for more interesting
pictures, rather than perched on the
front steps, stiffly looking at the
camera. Playing with their pets,
building a snow-man, pulling brother
or sister on a sled, and ready for action
with their skis on are some ideas for
ourdoor snapshots this time of the
year. Indoor photographs are now as
easy as falling off the proverbial log
with the modern fast films, photoflood
and flash bulbs. Take pictures at the

| next party or family gathering, or of
Bobby and Mary playing with their
toys on the living room floor.

The Berkshires, a land of year
'round beauty—winter, summer, spring,
and fall—well, why not take a
little ride in the car this Sunday and
-ecord some of those breath-taking
landscapes which are almost in our
backyards? Maybe Uncle Gus and
Aunt Min who are living in Kalamazoo
would like to see this beautiful country
in which you are living. The next
time you write them, enclose some
photos. Incidentally, the boys in the
armed forces love to receive pictures
with their letters.

Do you have one of those cameras
that are loaded with gadgets, dials,
and buttons, but because you don't
have a good working knowledge of the
darned thing, the pictures always turn
out horrible? My advice to you is to
visit your camera dealer, write down
your problem and send it to the Photo
Clinic, care of the LOG, or to join a
camera club.

If you wish to take better pictures of
your family, friends, and surroundings,
join a camera club. These organiza-
tions welcome the beginner as well as
the advanced worker, whether he or

she has a box camera or expensive
imported equipment. The aim of
many camera clubs, besides the good I
fellowship, is to sponsor activities
which will promote greater interest
and betterment in the knowledge and
practice of photography.

The local club which has members
from North Adams, Adams, and Wil
liamstown is the Northern Berkshire
Camera Club. The club meets at the
Berkshire Gas and PZlectric Company's
building on Bank Street every second
and fourth Monday evening in the
month. The president, incidentally,
is one of New England's best photo-
graphers—Ralph Hammann, of the
Sprague Electric Co. Development
Engineering Department. Ralph has
recently been requested to exhibit some
of his photographs for a one-man show
at the Berkshire Museum in Pittsfield.
The event will take place sometime in
March or April.

The purpose of this column is to
help you, the LOG reader, with your
photographic problems. If your color-
ed or black and white pictures are not
turning out well, or if you don't under-
stand something about your camera,
or have any other photo problem, then
send your problems to the Photo Clinic.
All questions will be answered promptly
and all photos sent in for analysis will
be returned.

Absence
Means

Waste
You lose a day's pay for an absence

from work. And the company loses
production. In addition, the regular
scheduling of work is "balled up,
causing delays and lost time.

Of course, some absences can't be
avoided. But whenever you can avoid
an absence, it helps both you and the
company.

Your company makes a real effort
to provide regular employment for
you. In the same way, it appreciates
your making a real effort to be at work
regularly.

SAFETY CORNER

TEST YOUR SAFETY KNOWLEDGE
WHAT'S WRONG IN THIS PICTURE?
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Roll Back

An awful lot of bitter fighting is
going on in Korea, and has been for
some time now. This generation has
seen two wars so close together that it
is difficult to tell when one slopped and
the next started; (he previous genera-
tion adds World War [ to the list of
conflicts they have lived through.

This country was founded on the
idea that men were meant to have
freedom, and every generation since
the first Pilgrims and Puritans set foot
on the land has had to prove that such
freedom is worth fighting for. In 1746,
a battleground was here in North
Adams where Fort Massachusetts had
been built the previous year. The
French and Indian war known as King
George's or Shirley's War was in pro-
gress, and Capt. Ephraim Williams, Jr.
had established his headquarters at
the local Fort since it was the furthest
west of the English line of garrisons
extending from Connecticut to Dutch
territory.

Indians lurked along the river while
the settlers were busy with their spring
planting, but the first attempt at vio-
lence by the savages ended in the death
of their chieftain, followed by a re-
treat. During the summer, Sergeant
John Hawks was left in command of
the fort while Captain Williams was
away on business, and numerous evi-
dences of Indians were found, without
sight of the redmen themselves.

In August, while Captain Williams
was at Deerfield, an epidemic broke
out at Fort Massachusetts and the
sergeant sent for replacements from
Fort Shirley. These men arrived on
Friday, August 15, and the following
day, Sergeant Hawks despatched Dr.
Thomas Williams with fourteen sol-
diers to ask that Captain Williams
send them supplies and ammunition.

The chaplain, John Norton, and
Sergeant Hawks were left to defend
the Fort with only twenty men, half of
whom were seriously ill. Indian and
French scouts, aware of the situation,
rushed to their superiors. After a
council of war, their march began. At
9 o'clock the next Tuesday morning,
Fort Massachusetts was surrounded

I by French troops and howling savages
who rushed the watch-towers, firing
aimlessly, and then settled down to
their well-known method of guerrilla

Continued on Page 5

HELP YOURSELF -
PREVENT FIRES

<- Don't let this happen when you >

Have you ever thought of fire pre-
vention as part of your everyday
job? Well, it is —not only part of
your job but part of your everyday
living. If you carelessly toss a lighted ,
match, fail to put out a lighted ciga-
rette and your house burns down
you're out of a place to live. It is
the same thing at work. If you sneak
a quick smoke where you are not
supposed to, accumulate oily rags,
get careless with matches and smokes
and the plant burns down, you and
a lot of other people are out of a
job. Do your part to prevent fires.
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LOG
by Mark Hopkins


