
Welcome to the first edition of the STEM Destinations Newslet-

ter published by the Berkshire STEM Pipeline Network. Our 

plan is to use this publication as a means to update the Berkshire 

STEM Network members and general community on our many 

ongoing initiatives.  
 

Our goals are to: 

-promote STEM education by increasing the number of Massa-

chusetts students who participate in programs that support ca-

reers in fields related to mathematics, science technology, and engineering;  

-increase the number of qualified science, technology, engineering and math teachers in Berk-

shire County; and 

-improve the science, technology, engineering and mathematic educational offerings available in 

public and private schools. 
 

STEM Destinations is involved in many activities beyond what can be mentioned in one 

publication. We invite you to visit our website at http://www.mcla.edu/pipeline/ and ex-

plore the information offered there. We will be requesting updates from the various projects 

for this publication.  
 

We also invite you to write to us with your  comments and suggestions or 

email them to us. 

               

                

     

                      

New Beginnings 

Region I High School Science Fair 

The Berkshire STEM Pipeline 

would like to send out a warm thank 

you to the Region I High School 

Science Fair steering committee and 

all who were involved with this 

years fair.  

First prizes went to Jane Fomina for 

her project ñGeometric and Amino 

Acid Computational Analysis for 

Cystic Fibrosisò and Zachary Remil-

lard for his project ñFootball Receiv-

ing Gloves.ò Both will attend the 

International Fair in Atlanta, GA 

from May 11-17, 2008.   

 

Jane also took first prize at the 

State Fair at MIT on May 1-3, 

2008, along with Taconic stu-

dents, Morgan Craft, Melanie 

Dean and Jordan Eichelser who 

won first place for team project 

SCIENCE COLUMN: 

How Fast are you going?  

As passengers on Earth we 

are all carried around the 
sun at a mean velocity of 
66,600 mph. 

At the equator the Earth is 

spinning at a 1,000 mile-per
-hour clip  

Our entire solar system is 

whizzing around the center 
of our galaxy at a fairly 
inconceivable 560,000 mph  

Why donôt we feel the spin? 
Its just a matter of perspec-
tive. Motion only has meaning 
in relation to other objects. 
Velocity, that takes into ac-
count speed and direction, 
can only be measured with 
reference to another object. 
We cannot feel velocity while 
in a constant frame of refer-
ence.  

__________________ 

 

Biologists have confirmed that 
a fungal infection is killing bats 
in Western Massachusetts.  
The bats are suffering from 
white nose syndrome, which 
makes it appear as if their 
faces were dipped in pow-
dered sugar. The fungus can 
be seen growing on up to 10 
percent of the affected bats. 
http://www.iberkshires.com/st
ory/26359/contact_us.php 
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Enjoy the spring! 

For the complete list of awards: 

www.mcla.edu/pipeline/scifair07.php 

www.scifair.com  

Third place Team went to Monun-

ment Mt. students, Michaela 

Forfa, Rhea Howard and Kevin 

Mercer for their project "Does 

Increased Carbon Dioxide In-

crease the Growth Rate of 

Plants?" and Zane Martin, Emily 

Ury and Ferris Bennet, "How Soil 

Could Save the World" 

Taconic students Allison Cameau, 

Jenna Plant and William Austin 

were awarded honorable mention. 

http://www.mcla.edu/pipeline/

