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Welcome New Members 

• Jim Benson, Mission Bar and Tapas 

• Liz Bissell, Mountain One Financial Partners 

• Brenda Burdick, General Dynamics Information Systems 

• Gerard Burke, Hillcrest Educational Centers 

• Representative Gailanne Cariddi 

• Barbara Chaput, Crane and Company 

• Karin Deyo, South Berkshire Educational Collaborative 

• Rick Hawes, Berkshire County ARC 

• John Krol, Executive Director, Sweetwood Senior Living 

• Chris Light, Armored Car Solutions 

• Representative Paul Mark 

• Peter Mirante, Greylock Federal Credit Union 

 

1 



A Year of Progress 

• More business representation on Compact 
 

• Support of Berkshire Business Roundtable 
 

• Reaching students at a younger age 
 

• Expanding resources 
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Highlights and Opportunities 

• Berkshire County Educator Recognition Award 

• Massachusetts Goes to College 

• Wee Read Berkshire County 
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Readiness Center Results 

• New teacher induction – 35 teachers 
 

• Early childhood modules/courses, 60 teachers 
 

• Environmental science workshop, collaboration with CET, 

Flying Cloud, 30 2nd grade teachers 
 

• College ready senior math courses, 200 students 
 

• Draft ELA Rubric tested on 60 high school and 60 college 

student essays 
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County-wide PD Results 

• Oct 2010 training on progress monitoring, RTI 
 

• Ongoing learning communities 
 

• March 2011 common core training, 200 educators 
 

• Meetings for elementary and secondary principals  
 

• Next countywide training October 28 
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Workforce Priorities 

• Berkshire Youth 

Leadership Program 

• Internships 

• Job shadowing 

• Support for immigrants 

• Financial literacy 

• Career events 

 

Workforce Readiness STEM 

• Berkshire STEM Pipeline 

• Governor’s STEM 

Advisory Council 

• Student town meeting 

• Reach Out! For Education 

episodes 
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Workforce Results:   

Youth Leadership Program 

• 25 juniors in first class 
 

• 37 applicants for 2011-12 
 

• Students report they gained better understanding of careers 

in Berkshire County, became better leaders 
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Work-based Learning Results 

• Job shadowing:  1,200 students; 400 employers 
 

•  High school internships/work-based learning   

• 330 students; 170 host employers 

• 19% in STEM fields; 50% in other critical industries 
 

• College internships: Compact survey found that 489 college 

interns worked for 43 employers in past 12 months 
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Workforce Results:  STEM 

• Nearly 400 students attended STEM Career Fair 
 

• More than 900 students had learning experiences with 

Starlab Planetarium 
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MCLA Region I STEM Science Fairs 

11 

400 students participated in this year’s Region I middle 

and high school science fairs  
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Center for Science and Innovation at MCLA 



Aspirations and Access Priorities 

Raising Aspirations 

• College visits 

• Student town meetings 

• Wee Read Berkshire 

County 

• Positive Options 

• Guidance counselor 

presentation 

Increasing Access 

• Fast Track 

• Professional MBA 

• Intermodal Education 

Center 

• Bridge to College 
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Aspirations and Access Results: Sixth 

Grade College Visits 

• 89% of students say visits may have helped 

them decide if they want to attend college 
 

• 88% of students plan to attend college; 11% 

say they “maybe” want to attend college.   
 

• 87% of teachers/staff feel visit encouraged 

students to aspire to postsecondary education 

• “ It was cool to see what a college campus looks like; I 

can't wait to go to college!” 

• “Everything was great.  I hope to go to college when I 

am older.”  
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Third Grade College Visits 

• 93% of students say visit may have helped 

them decide if they want to attend college. 

 

• Nearly half of the students were visiting a 

college campus for the first time. 

 

• Exploring expansion to Pittsfield next year. 
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Raising Aspirations 
 

• Student Town Meetings:  20 high school juniors and six 

panelists debated current topics 
 

• Positive Options:  35 students from Pittsfield, North Adams 

and CBRSD 
 

• Guidance Counselor Presentation:  20 guidance 

counselors learned about Compact initiatives 
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Increasing Access 

• Fast Track:  118 current students; 28 graduates 
 

• Professional MBA program:  12 students enrolled 

since January; up to 18 will be accepted for fall 
 

• Intermodal Education Center:  served over 1,600 

students in 2010; 80 courses, 37 events 
 

• Bridge to College:  214 students enrolled 2010-11 
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Access and Aspirations Results: 

First Wee Read Berkshire County 

• 1,200 copies of SHOES distributed, 

along with educational bookmark 
 

• Visibility raised about importance of 

reading to young children. 
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Reach Out! For Education 

• Episode 1:     Back to School – Early Education 

• Episode 2:    Back to School – Middle and High School 

• Episode 3:    The College Application Process 

• Episode 4:    Financial Aid 

• Episode 5:    Women in STEM Careers 

• Episode 6:    Workforce Needs in Berkshire County 

• Episode 7:     Workforce Needs of BHS and Apex 

• Episode 8:    Wee Read Berkshire County 

• Episode 9:    STEM Region I Science and Engineering Fair 

• Episode 10:  Reid Middle School Science Fair 

• Episode 11:    Use of Technology in Education 
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Reach Out! For Education Excerpts 

 

 

 

20 



WWW.BERKSHIRECOMPACT.ORG 

 

WWW.MCLA.EDU/READINESS 

 

http://www.berkshirecompact.org/
http://www.mcla.edu/readiness

