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Every Berkshire County resident should 
attain 16 or more years of education 

Compact Mission 



Berkshire County Graduates 

•  More than 1,400 students 
awarded degrees from BCC, 
MCLA, Simon’s Rock, 
Williams College, including 
100 at graduate level. 

•  12 honorary degrees 



Compact Representation 

•  Elected officials 

•  Schools 

•  Higher education  

•  Early childhood 

•  Businesses 

•  Nonprofit and community organizations 

•  Economic development organizations 



College Readiness 

•  Improve access to 
education 

•  Raise aspirations to pursue 
higher education 

Workforce Development 

•  Build connections between 
workplace and education 
system 

•  Provide students with 
knowledge about career 
choices 

Compact Goals 



BERKSHIRE COMPACT  
ASPIRATIONS AND ACCESS 

COMMITTEE 



This Year 

•  School Financial Aid 
sessions 

•  Website and social media 

•  Reach Out for Education  

•  Focus groups 

•  Handout at sixth grade visits 

•  Guidance counselor survey 

Next Year 

•  More focus groups 

•  Expansion of FAFSA Days 

•  Provide materials at events  

•  Provide information on 
website and social media 

College Affordability 
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Berkshire County Goes to College 

Williams College BCC 

Simon’s Rock 

MCLA 



Early Years are Learning Years 

Downtown Lenox Berkshire Botanical Garden North Adams Public Library 

•  Third annual Wee Read Berkshire County 

•  The Tiny Seed, Eric Carle 



BERKSHIRE COMPACT  
WORKFORCE COMMITTEE 



Workforce Priorities 

•  Connecting Activities 

•  Berkshire Youth Leadership 

•  Responding to workforce needs 

•  Professional MBA 

•  Supporting STEM 



Connecting Activities 

•  INTERNSHIPS 

•  487 internships and work experiences  

•  219 employers 

•  CAREER EXPLORATION 

•  Career Fairs, Career Days 

•  Job Shadowing 

•  SUMMER JOBS 

•  STEM TEACHER EXTERNSHIPS 



Berkshire Youth Leadership 
Third Graduating Class 

•  83 alumni in three years 

•  30 students from 12 schools accepted for 2013-14 

•  Students report gaining many benefits 

 
 



STEM Initiatives 

•  Region I Science and 
Engineering Fair – high school 

•  STEM Summit and Region I 
Science and Engineering Fair – 
middle school 

•  STEM Career Fair 

•  Third Thursday – STEM Focus 

•  Flying Cloud Institute programs 



STEM Professional Development  
for Educators 

•  Regional Science Resource Center 

•  Engineering is Elementary 

•  Berkshire Mathematics and Science Partnership 

•  Upper Housatonic River Valley Course 

•  Gateway Project 



Responding to Workforce Needs 

•  Adult Basic Education 
 

•  Entrepreneurship 
 

•  Medical Coding 



Professional MBA Program 

•  Designed for working adults 

•  Online/face-to-face instruction 

•  22 graduates since program 
began in 2011 

•  26 students currently enrolled 

•  Interviewing for fall 2013 
cohort 



BERKSHIRE COMPACT  
MARKETING COMMITTEE 



Marketing/Outreach 
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•  Reach Out for Education 
q Episode ideas for next year 

q North County episode 

q Short segments 
 

•  Newsletters, print and online 
 

•  Readiness Center marketing 



•  Grades 6-12 

•  Milestones leading up to 
post-secondary education 

•  Distributed at schools, 
events, on Compact Web site 

Passport to College 



BERKSHIRE  
READINESS CENTER 
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•  Community Innovation Challenge Grant 

•  Professional Learning Networks 
 
•  PARCC 

•  WIDA Training 

 

Professional Development Highlights 
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Early Childhood 

•  Kindergarten Entry Assessment 

•  Degree Completion Options 
 
•  Early Childhood Provider Training 



Educator Recognition Awards 

•  Charles Bradshaw 
Central Berkshire 

 
•  Carol Ide 

Southern Berkshire 
 
•  Barbara Minkler 

Berkshire Hills 



www.berkshirecompact.org 
www.mcla.edu/readiness 

Berkshire Compact Fall Meeting 
Friday, November 8 


