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New Compact Members 
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 Mayor Richard Alcombright 

 Julia Bowen, Executive 

Director, Berkshire Arts and 

Technology Charter School 

 Stuart Chase, Executive 

Director, Berkshire Museum 

 Eliza Crescenti, Executive 

Director, Berkshire South 

Community Center 

 Kim Roberts-Morandi, DESE 
 



The Compact :  Reaching the Community 
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 Berkshire Compact on Facebook 

 Higher education is accessible to everyone 

 Education has many financial benefits 

 Rising costs of education offset by financial aid, 

good value at public institutions 

 



Five Years 



Workforce/Technology Initiatives 
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• Youth Leadership Program 

announced 
 

• Berkshire Young Professionals 

forums at MCLA and BCC 
 

• McCann Adult Training Program 

model 
 

• BCREB Job Shadowing 
 



Priorities for Workforce/Technology 
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 Workplace Readiness 
 Certificate program being developed by Chamber, BCREB and 

schools 

 

 STEM 
 Subgroup will look at STEM data 

 



Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math (STEM) 

 Governor’s STEM Advisory Council 

 UMASS Donahue Institute – SAT Data Analysis Project 

 Region I Science and Engineering Fairs 

 Regional Science Resource Center Open House 

 Professional Development for Teachers 

 Starlab Inflatable Planetarium 

 Berkshires BioBlitz 
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Berkshire County Student Town Meetings 
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 Drury High School 
meeting on capital 
punishment 
 

 Facing History, Facing 
Ourselves Enrichment Class 
 

 Moderator John Krol 
 

 Panelists David Capeless 
and Bill Rota 
 
 



Sixth Grade College Visits 
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MCLA, April 14 and 16, Lanesboro, Sullivan, 

Plunkett, Monument Valley, Undermountain  

BCC, April 13 and 14, Clarksburg, Lee, 

Greylock, BaRT, Nessacus 

Williams , Simon’s Rock, schedule TBA, week 

of April 12 

 
 

 

 

 



Third Grade College Visits 

Was your visit to MCLA the first time that 

you have been to a college campus? 
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Yes

No59.3% 
40.7% 



 

Do you want to go to college? 
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Yes

No

Maybe

22.9% 

7.6% 

69.5% 



Who in your family has attended college? 
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Mother/Stepmother

Father/Stepfather

Sister/Brother

Aunt/Uncle

Nobody

Cousin

Don't Know

Grandparents



How Could College Help You?  
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0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00% 80.00% 90.00% 100.00%

Gain knowledge

Get a good job

Earn money

Get smart

Top Four Answers 
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Compact Marketing Plan 
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 Compact “captains” will speak on public access TV, 

radio and at events 

 Talking points developed 

 Public service announcements 

 Marketing materials will direct people to Compact 

website 

 Berkshire Compact now on Facebook 

 Outreach to early childhood agencies 

 

 

 



Readiness Centers 
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Emphasis on professional 

development 
March 19 countywide follow-up to 

Ray NcNulty 

New teacher induction training 

Early childhood teacher training 

Race to the Top funding application 

RC Advisory Board 

Readiness Centers Network 



District School Assistance Center  
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 Work with Level III Districts 

 District Data Toolkit Training Module Objectives 

 National Institute for School Leadership (NISL) 

Executive Development Training 

 Essential Conditions for School Effectiveness 

 Instructional Inventory Record 

 



MA Educational Finance Agency (MEFA) 
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www.yourplanforcollege.org 

 Massachusetts College and Career Access Web Portal 

 Free postsecondary planning website for all 

Massachusetts high schools 

 Provides students with online tools to plan, prepare, 

research, apply to and pay for college. 

   

TODAY’S GUESTS:  Thomas Graf, Executive  

Director, Massachusetts Educational Finance Agency  

and colleagues Lori Seuch, Elizabeth Fontaine, Martha Walsh 

http://www.yourplanforcollege.org/


Next Meeting: June 25, 2010 

 

http://www.mcla.edu/compact 

 


