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Education = Economic Development

Moving Forward

• State of economy - the work of the Compact 

more important than ever

• Build on momentum

• Increase investment in Education

• Respond to needs of our community 

• Continue to strengthen collaboration



Progress, Partnerships, and Possibilities

The Compact continues to:

• engage partners, expand and support 
collaborations.

• understand the changing educational needs of 
residents, employers, and employees.

• develop strategies to maximize access to higher 
education and life long learning opportunities.

• implement strategies and develop measures of 
success.



Compact Goals

• Improve Access

• Raise Aspirations 

• Integrate Technology

• Address Employer 

and Employee Needs



Partnerships, Programs, and Progress

• Understanding Our 

Backyard

• New Partners

• Advancing Programs

• Sharing Information

• Maintaining 

Momentum

http://www.mcla.edu/compact/

http://www.mcla.edu/compact/uploads/textWidget/1824.00015/documents/UMassDonahuefinal_report1207.pdf
http://www.mcla.edu/compact/


Measuring Our Progress

Berkshire Compact 2006 Report

Strategy Status

Expand awareness programs √

Support successful best practices √

Expand internship and workforce development 

opportunities

√

Develop STEM learning and awareness programs √

Connect individual students with professionals in the 

workplace

√

K-12 Strategies

http://www.mcla.edu/compact/uploads/textWidget/1821.00001/documents/MCLA-berk_compact.v4.epc.pdf


Measuring Our Progress

Strategy Status

Early Awareness √

Expand Dual Enrollment (Courtesy Student) √

Expand articulation agreements √

New delivery models (Fast-Track) √

Learn Close to Home (Intermodal) √

Passport returns In Process

Welcome to College website In Process

Higher Education Passport



Measuring Our Progress

Strategy Status

Technology internships √

Technology oriented K-12 programs √

Berkshire Wireless √

Connect to Employer Needs (Applied Manufacturing) √

Expand online learning √

Market technology careers In Process

Infrastructure projects In Process

Technology Strategies



Working in Partnership
• Legislative Delegation

• Berkshire Chamber of Commerce

• Berkshire Wireless Learning Initiative

• Berkshire Economic Development       

Corporation

•Berkshire Creative

• Berkshire Blueprint 

• Berkshire Regional Employment Board

•Berkshire United Way

•Northern Berkshire United Way

• Project HEALTH

• Berkshire Immigrant Center

• Housatonic River Initiative

• Superintendent’s Roundtable K-12

• Berkshire County Schools

• Berkshire County Higher Education 

Institutions

• Berkshire Visitors Bureau

• Childcare of the Berkshires

• Northern Berkshire Community 

Coalition

• Girls, Inc.



Pre-K Collaborations

• Northern Berkshire 

United Way

• Berkshire United 

Way

• Childcare of the 

Berkshires

• Head Start

• REACH Foundation

• CT Plunkett School



Elementary and Middle School

• Youth Center Inc. 

• Bridging the Gap 

• 3rd Grade Visits

• Pathways Workshops     

• Got Math?

• Robotics Camp

• National Girls and 

Women in Sports Day



Berkshire County Goes to College Days

April 3, 8, 15, 2009

• 6th graders will visit:

• BCC

• MCLA

• Simon’s Rock

• Williams



High School

• Dual Enrollment

• Accuplacer

• Anywhere Learning 

System

• Access Counselor

• Connecting Activities

• Positive Options

• Quest for College

• Adams Scholars



Post-Secondary

• Articulation 

Agreements

• Intermodal

• Fast-Track

• B-HIP

• Applied 

Manufacturing



STEM Pipeline

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math



Berkshire STEM Network

• Steering Committee

• Got Math?

• Career Fairs

• Science Seminars

• STEM Fellow Program  

(STARLab)

• Family Program

• Science Fairs (M.S./H.S.)



STARLab Inflatable Planetarium



Region I Science Fairs

Middle School High School





Raise Aspirations

• My Voice Survey

• Ray McNulty Teacher 

Training/My Voice follow up

• Accuplacer testing

• Berkshire Eagle education 

coverage 

• Student Town Meetings



Student Town Meetings

• Collaboration with WAMC, PCTV, MCLA

• Targeted to juniors/seniors

• Engage experts 

• Students select topics of interest

– Taconic High School, American Law class –
Alternative Energy 

– Northern Berkshire Community Coalition –
Pressures of Youth

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/2072251/df-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_2072251_make-a-microphone.html&usg=__9Kk-NLfQem1Gj2U9iYBxIbMcEMs=&h=598&w=395&sz=32&hl=en&start=61&um=1&tbnid=ZJANkYXVBunrPM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=89&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmicrophone%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4GGLR_enUS232US233%26sa%3DN%26start%3D60%26um%3D1


Education and Workforce Readiness

• Chamber - new training calendar

• 413 website

• Immigrants’ Day in the Berkshires

• Employment based immigrant workshop

• Berkshire Youth Leadership Program

• Berkshire Guidance - BEDC



Berkshire Youth Leadership Program

• 2010 Summer launch

• 30  high school 

juniors

• Leadership skills 

development

• Youth advisory group



Addressing Employer Needs:

BCREB Initiatives

• Connecting activities: 500 

high school interns, 268 

employers

• Job Shadowing Day

• Summer Jobs Campaign

• Workforce Competitiveness 

Trust Fund 

• Project HEALTH 

• Workforce Training Fund 

grants

•Rapid Response assisting 

paper mills 



Moving Forward

• Increase high school 

graduation rate

• Increase parent/guardian 

involvement

• Increase Dual Enrollment 

participation

• Connection between high 

need fields and programs of 

study or internships

• Increase in work-based 

activities; companies 

involved

• Increase college going rate 

• Increase college completion 

rate

• Berkshire County Goes to 

College

• Number of schools

• Number of students

• Student attitudes through 

survey

• Adams Scholars



Dr. Paul Reville

Secretary of Education



Every resident of Berkshire County 

should attain at least 16 years of 

education and training. 



Over 18,000 individuals to date

served by Compact programs



Next Meeting:

June 26, 2009


