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Every resident of 
Berkshire County 
should attain at least 
16 years of education 
and training. 



New Compact Members

– Kerry Burke, Principal, Lee High School

– James Canavan, Northern Berkshire United Way

– Christa Collier, Gladys Allen Brigham Community Ctr

– Rose Ellis, Superintendent, Williamstown/Lanesboro

– Mary Farley, BCREB, Steeplechase

– Kristine Hazzard, Berkshire United Way

– Ann Nemetz-Carlson, Childcare of the Berkshires

– Mary Nash, Project Coordinator for Compact

– Lise Dube-Scherr, Norman Rockwell Museum



Moving Forward

• State of economy - the work of the Compact 

more important than ever

• Statewide employment projections

– 14% growth in jobs requiring a Bachelor’s

– 18% growth in jobs requiring an Associate’s

• Expand efforts to include Early Childhood 

• Continue to advance county collaborations



• Improve Access                    

• Raise Aspirations 

• Increase Technology

• Employer and Employee Needs

Compact Goals



Progress, Partnerships, Possibilities

The Compact continues to:

understand the educational needs of residents 
and employees.

develop strategies to maximize access to higher 
education and life long learning opportunities.

engage partners, expand and support 
collaborations.

implement strategies and develop measures of 
success.



2008-09 Average Tuition and Fees
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2008-09 4 Year Average Tuition and Fees

$6,425
$8,184 $8,939

$30,455
$32,592

$0

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

$25,000

$30,000

$35,000

MCLA 4 yr MA

Public

4 Yr New

England

Public

4 Yr New

England

Private

4 Yr MA

Private

Source: College Board 

Public In-State Cost  



2008-09 2 Year Average Tuition and Fees
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State Funding for MCLA and BCC ($000)

FY2009 FY2008 FY2007 FY2006 FY2005

BCC $8,919 $9,161 $8,986 $8,738 $8,003

MCLA $13,654 $14,156 $13,952 $13,667 $12,600

FY2009 Includes recent cuts (BCC $464,000 | MCLA $719,000)

Source Massachusetts DHE 



3rd Grade Visits:
November 21 – Dec. 5

Greylock Elementary

Brayton Elementary

Sullivan School

Pathways Workshops     

Got Math

Robotics Camp

Access: Passport Progress



Elementary & Middle School

• Youth Center Inc. in        

Adams -November 5

• Bridging the Gap -

November 6

• Science Fairs - Spring

• Girl’s Inc  



Berkshire County Goes to  College Week

April 1- April 10, 2009

 BCC

 MCLA

 Simon’s Rock

 Williams



High School

• Dual Enrollment

• Accuplacer

• ALS Learning Systems

• Access Counselor

• Positive Options

• Quest for College

• Adams Scholars

• HS Science Fair

• STEM Career Fair



Post-Secondary

•Articulation Agreement 

•Intermodal 

•Fast Track

•Manufacturing  Tech.   

•Project Health

•STEM Fellows

•STEM Family Program





Passport Expenses

3rd Grade College Visit $  10,000

6th Grade College Visit $  14,000

PSAT $  19,000

SAT $  64,000

Application Fee $  14,000



June 13, 2008 Summit

Goal Teams:  Technology and Workforce



Labor Market Study

• 61,000 in Berkshire County civilian labor force

• 30% have bachelor’s degree or higher in Berkshires  

vs. 39% statewide

• 20% are 55 and older



Technology and Employee Needs

• BCREB to:

 connect employers with training programs

determine short and long term training needs

• Facilitate internship programs with employers

• Connect non-traditional workers with training 

programs

• Attract more young professionals to the area



Berkshire Youth Leadership Program

• 2009 launch

• Seven month program for juniors

• Retreat facilitators

• Funding in process



Goal Team: Raising Aspirations

• Accuplacer testing

• Berkshire Eagle 

education section

• Dual Enrollment

• My Voice survey

• Middle school college 

visits

• Start at pre-school



Student Town Meetings

• Collaboration with WAMC

• Students select topics of interest

• Targeted to juniors/seniors

• Engage experts 

• Two to three meetings per school year



Next Meeting

February 27, 2009


