
 

             October 31, 2011 



Welcome New Members 
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 Thomas Bowler, Berkshire County Sheriff 

 Tricia Farley-Bouvier, State Representative 

 Peter Laipson, Provost, Bard College at Simon’s Rock 

 Diane Pearlman, Executive Director, Berkshire Film and Media 

Commission 

 Rob Putnam, Assistant Superintendent, Central Berkshire Regional 

School District 

 Cynthia Roper-Patenaude, Teacher, McCann Technical School 

 Laura Thompson, Kidspace at MASS MoCA 

 Josh Mendel, MCLA Admissions  

 



Compact Accomplishments 
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 Increasing access to postsecondary education 

 Raising student aspirations 

 Connecting education with workforce needs 



Thank you Paul Raverta 
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Positive Options 

Accuplacer 

Biotechnology 

Centralized Education Access 



Workforce Collaborations 
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 North County Career Fair 

 January 11 

 8th graders at Drury, BArT, Hoosac 
Valley and Mt. Greylock 

Keynote speaker, two rotations 
 

 Berkshire Youth Leadership 
Program 
 

 BCREB Updates 

 Summer Youth Works 

Workforce Training Fund 

Healthcare 

 



Financial Literacy 
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 Collaboration with Greylock Federal Credit Union; 

Mountain One; South Adams Savings Bank 

 

 Financial literacy skills for 11th grade students  

 

 Consistent with proposed additions to curriculum 

frameworks 

 



STEM DIGITS Program  
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 STEM professionals speak with 6th 

graders about STEM education 

and careers 

 

 Berkshire County pilot at 

Nessacus Middle School and 

Brayton Elementary School 

 

 Evaluation results show positive 

attitudes toward STEM, more 

involvement in science activities   



STEM Career Fair 
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• November 18, 2011 

 

• Fifth annual STEM Career 

Fair at Berkshire Community 

College 



Aspirations/Access 
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 College Visits – 3rd and 6th grade 

 

 Student Town Meetings 

 

 Coordinating with Workforce 

Committee on Career Fair 

 



Wee Read Berkshire County 
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 2nd Annual Wee Read Berkshire County 

 Dates:  April 15 – 30 

 Committee is reviewing books 

 StoryWalks, Library Reading Hours 

 Funding is being sought   

 

Logo by John Neiner 



Berkshire Readiness Center 
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Goals 
 Enhance and expand coordinated teacher 

professional development through the 
Center for Educator Excellence 

 

 Support the Berkshire Regional STEM 
Pipeline 

 

 Collaborate with Berkshire Compact to 
help students aspire to postsecondary 
education and lifelong learning  

 



Highlights:   

PD and Teacher Recognition 
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 Berkshire County Educator Recognition 

Award 
 

 New Teacher Induction Program 
 

 Countywide professional development 

day 



Highlights:   

STEM Pipeline and Alignment 
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 STEM modules for early childhood educators 
 

 SABIC International Grant:  2nd grade STEM lessons 
 

 High school/college alignment, senior year math course 

    http://blogs.berkshirecc.edu/alignment/ 

 

 

 

 

http://blogs.berkshirecc.edu/alignment/
http://blogs.berkshirecc.edu/alignment/
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Compact Marketing 
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Passport to College 

 

Website 

 

Facebook Fan Page 



 

 

Watch the Compact:   

Reach Out! For Education 
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 Episode 1:  Graduate 
Education, Professors Ann 
Scott and Nancy Ovitsky 

 

 Episode 2:  Internships and 
Service Learning, Heather 
Shogry-Williams and Anne 
French 

 

Other episode ideas: 

 Passport to College 

 College student and alumni 
panel discussion 

 Financial literacy 

 Professional development 

 College visits 

 Wee Read Berkshire 
County 

 

 



www.berkshirecompact.org 

www.mcla.edu/compact 

www.mcla.edu/readiness 

 

http://www.berkshirecompact.org/
http://www.mcla.edu/compact
http://www.mcla.edu/readiness

