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from early childhood through 
fifth grade.  This version of 
the Passport features mile-
stones such as: 

Open a savings account 

Attend an early child-
hood education program 

Enroll in kindergarten 

Participate in third 
grade college visits 

Score proficient or 
above on assessments 

Go on www.mefa.org 
for college financing 
strategies  

Online versions of the Pass-
ports, available on 
www.berkshirecompact.org,  
provide links to websites that 
with more information about 
the milestones and programs 
that are featured.   

The Berkshire Compact for 
Education’s Passport to Col-
lege will be distributed for 
the first time to students at-
tending the Sixth Grade Col-
lege Visits in April.  A second 
version of the Passport, the 
Passport to Educational Suc-
cess, will be distributed dur-
ing Wee Read Berkshire 
Events, also in April.   

“The Passports highlight mile-
stones during a student’s ed-
ucation that lead toward 
postsecondary education,” 
said MCLA President Mary 
Grant.  “This will be a great 
way for young people to 
begin planning early for 
college and stay on track.”   

The Passport to College is 
designed for students from 
grades six through twelve.  

Some of the milestones that 
students may pursue are:   

Sixth grade college vis-
its,  career fairs and 
science fairs 

Dual enrollment courses  

Job shadowing days 
and internships 

Junior year Accuplacer 
to determine college 
readiness level 

Applying for financial 
aid 

Visits to three or more 
college campuses 

Participation in SAT or 
ACT preparation and 
testing 

The Passport to Educational 
Success is aimed at children 

Passport to College to be Unveiled 

First North County Career Fair Held January 11 

The Berkshire Compact’s first 
North County 8th Grade 
Career Fair was held at 
MCLA on January 11.  Ap-
proximately 400 students  
from Drury High School, 
Hoosac Valley High School, 
Mt. Greylock Regional High 
School and Berkshire Arts 
and Technology School at-
tended.   

MCLA President Mary Grant 
welcomed the students with 
inspiring comments about the 
value of higher education.  
Keynote speaker Paul 
Hutchinson, Coordinator of 
Experienced Based Training 
at Boston University, spoke 
about finding a career path 
and featured some of his 
former classmates from 
Hoosac Valley High School.   
Students chose two work-

shops to attend out of a total 
of 18 that were offered.  
Some of the careers covered 
were architecture, banking, 
law, health care, marketing, 
media, fire and police, elec-
trician, veterinary medicine, 
auto mechanic, engineering, 
information technology and 
green technology.  The 8th 
Grade Career Fair will now 
become an annual event.   
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http://www.berkshirechamber.com/docs/1264776298.doc


 3 

During the week of April 9, 
approximately 1,100 sixth 
grade students from Berk-
shire County’s public schools 
will visit one of four college 
campuses to get a taste of 
college life.   
 
Berkshire County Goes to Col-
lege week has been offered 
for the past five years to 
help show students what to 
expect in college and encour-
age them to aspire toward 
pursuing higher education in 
the future.  The program is 
funded through a grant from  
Berkshire United Way. 

The schedule for this year’s 
visits is as follows: 
 
April 10:  Williamstown Ele-
mentary, Brayton Elementary, 
and Lenox Middle Schools 
visit MCLA.   
———————————-- 
April 11:  Abbott, Cheshire, 
Greylock, Plunkett and Rich-
mond Schools visit MCLA.  
_______________________
Nessacus, Hancock. Lee and 
BaRT visit Bard College at 
Simon’s Rock.   
_______________________  
Herberg visits BCC 

was offered at Brayton 
School in North Adams and 
Monument Valley Middle 
School in Great Barrington in 
February and will also be 
offered at Plunkett School in 
Adams and Nessacus Middle 
School in Dalton.   

For the past year, DIGITS has 
been implemented  to over 
10,000 students in 118 

The STEM DIGITS program is 
being offered to sixth grade 
students in four Berkshire 
County schools this year.   

DIGITS is a classroom pro-
gram that pairs STEM profes-
sionals with sixth-grade class-
rooms throughout Massachu-
setts to increase students’ 
interest in math and science 
subjects and careers.  DIGITS 

schools in Massachusetts.  
Evaluation results show that 
students demonstrated in-
creased interest in math, 
knowledge of STEM careers, 
and understanding of the 
steps needed to pursue STEM 
careers. They also showed 
greater interest in after-
school STEM-related activi-

Sixth Graders will Visit Colleges in April 

STEM DIGITS Program Offered in Local 
Schools 

Second Annual Wee Read Berkshire County set for April  
shire Compact Chair Andy 
Mick, “The initiative is de-
signed to promote the im-
portance of early childhood 
literacy and reading to chil-
dren.  Developing reading 
and language skills early in 
life is a strong predictor of 
later success in school.”   

During the Week of the 
Young Child, April 22-28, 
and throughout April, 1,500 
free copies Duck on a Bike 

will be distributed at county-
wide reading events.  Along 
with the book, children will 
receive a customized book-
mark that has tips regarding 
the importance of reading 
along with a copy of the 
Compact’s Passport to Educa-
tional Success.   

A full schedule of activities to 
be offered during Wee Read 
Berkshire County is posted on 
www.berkshirecompact.org.      

The second annual Wee 
Read Berkshire County will 
be offered in April.  This 
year’s featured book will be 
Duck on a Bike by David 
Shannon.   

Wee Read Berkshire County 
is overseen by the Berkshire 
Compact for Education in 
collaboration with the librar-
ies and early childhood or-
ganizations of Berkshire 
County.  According to Berk-
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“THE INITIATIVE IS 

DESIGNED TO 

PROMOTE THE 

IMPORTANCE OF 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 

LITERACY AND 

READING TO 

CHILDREN.” 
—ANDY MICK, 

BERKSHIRE COMPACT 

CHAIR 

April 12:  Clarksburg, Monu-
ment Valley, Reid Middle 
School and Lanesborough 
will visit Williams College. 
———————————-- 
April 13:  Farmington River 
and Sullivan Schools visits 
BCC.  
———————————- 
A sixth grade student who 
visited one of the campuses 
in 2011 noted “It was cool to 
see what a college campus 
looks like. I can't wait to go 
to college!” 
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Centralized Education Access at  
Silvio O. Conte Federal Building  
Beginning in the fall of 2011,  a new satellite campus 
for the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA), 
Berkshire Community College (BCC) and the Berkshire 
Readiness Center opened at the Silvio O. Conte Federal 
Building in Pittsfield.  The Center features 4,700 square 
feet  of college classroom, office and meeting space.  
Part of a unique agreement with the U.S. Central Ser-
vices Administration, it’s the first time that space for pub-
lic higher education has been allocated inside a federal 
building.   

The Center is just a short walk away from the Intermodal 
Education Center, another facility where MCLA and BCC 
students can take classes.  The Intermodal Center serves 
2,200 people per year.  The success of the Intermodal 
Center prompted officials to look for additional space 
to meet the increasing demand for college courses in 
Central Berkshire County.   

Since opening, the Educational Center at the Conte 
Building has housed MCLA and BCC classes as well as 
professional development workshops and group meet-
ings.   

The MountainOne Financial Partners 2011-12 Junior Board of 
Directors has served as a focus group for the Berkshire Com-
pact for Education during the past six months.  The junior 
board consists of selected high school juniors and seniors from 
North County schools who meet monthly to learn about corpo-
rate structure and the business environment.   

 
Berkshire Compact topics that have been reviewed by the 
junior board include the new financial literacy program, the 
Passport to College, the Passport to College Facebook page 
and the Berkshire Compact website.   

 

Berkshire Compact member Liz Bissell, who is Vice President 
of Marketing for MountainOne Financial Partners, said “The 
Compact’s marketing programs have provided an excellent 
project for our Junior Board of Directors, who represent a 
segment of the target market that the Compact is trying to 

reach.  The students provide very honest and constructive 
feedback from a young adult’s point of view.”  

 
The students offered many useful suggestions about the Pass-
port to College Facebook page.  Among their recommenda-
tions were to share only information that pertains to high 
school students and parents, as they are the ones who will use 
the page and make sure photo albums have meaningful and 
understandable album titles.  The students also suggested that 
language on the site should be formal, but not stuffy, and that 
acronyms such as LOL or OMB should be used when possible.   

 
Several of the junior board’s recommendations on all of the 
Berkshire Compact topics they reviewed have already been 
implemented and others will be reviewed by the Compact’s 
marketing committee.   

Mountain One Junior Board serves as Berkshire Compact’s Focus Group 
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Arthur Scott  
Shawn Serre 
Kristen Shepardson 
Heather Shogry-Williams 
Christopher Sink 
Albert Skrocki 
Ray Smith 
Eloise Stevens 
Michael Supranowicz 
Laura Thompson 

         Berkshire Compact Members 

c/o Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts 
375 Church Street 
North Adams, MA  01247 

Visit our WEBSITE:  www.berkshirecompact.org 

LIKE our PASSPORT TO COLLEGE fan page on FACEBOOK 

Education is Your Future! 
The Berkshire Compact for Education’s  mission is to ensure that every Berkshire 
county resident aspires to obtain 16 years or more of education and training in 
order to thrive in the 21st century economy. The Compact’s goals are:  
 
1) Raise the aspirations and improve access for all Berkshire county residents to 

view 16 years of education or greater as the accepted norm;  
2)  Make connections between the education system and the workforce.   

B E R K S I R E  C O M PA C T  F O R  E D U C AT I O N  

Andy Mick, Chair  
Mary Grant, MCLA President 
Mayor Richard Alcombright 
Jane Allen 
Kathy Amuso 
William Ballen 
Maureen Baran 
Al Bashevkin 
Mayor Dan Bianchi 
Jim Benson  
Liz Bissell 
Dan Bosley  
Heather Boulger 
Julia Bowen 
Tom Bowler 
James Brosnan 
Cindy Brown 
Brenda Burdick  
Gerard Burke 
Representative Gailanne Cariddi 
Barbara Chaput 
Stuart Chase 
Gina Coleman 
Christa Collier 
Edward Costa 
Eugene Dellea 
Kelley DeLorenzo 
Karin Deyo 
Jennifer Dowley 
Senator Benjamin Downing 

 

Contact us:   
Mary Nash, Project Coordinator, 
msnash3@gmail.com 


