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Berkshires Designated Bookend County

Berkshire County was awarded
BOOKEND COUNTY status by
the Massachusetts Reach Out and
Read program at a ceremony at the
Berkshire Museum on November 2.
This designation signifies that every
pediatric practice in Berkshire
County is promoting early literacy
by participating in Reach Out and
Read.

Reach Out and Read is a national
nonprofit program that prepares
America’s youngest children to
succeed in school by partnering
with doctors to prescribe books and
encourage families to read together.
Doctors, nurse practitioners, and

other medical professionals
incorporate Reach Out and
Read’s model into regular
pediatric checkups by advising
parents about the importance of
reading aloud and giving free,
developmentally appropriate
books to children.

Reach Out and Read serves more
than 8,000 children and families
at eight county locations. Across
Massachusetts, Reach Out and
Read serves children at 265
locations, reaching more than
191,000 infants, toddlers and

reschoolers each vear.
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Denise Richardello from MLCA and Nancy Stoll
from Berkshire United Way accept two g]ass
bookends at the Reach out and Read ceremony on
November 2 at the Berkshire Museum.

Berkshire Compact members review progress, discuss future direction

Members of the Berkshire Compact for Education met on November 9 to review progress and discuss future priorities.

Updates were provided on the Berkshire Compact’s work in raising student aspirations to attend college, increasing

access to hjgher education and forg]'ng connections between the education system and the workplace. MCLA President

Mary Grant noted that the Compact’s achievements will be featured in a progress report that is near completion.

“The report shows that the Compact has accomplished a great deal by working together,” President Grant said. “Asa

county, we have increased opportunities for Berkshire County residents to pursue a college education by improving

access and helping to remove barriers.”

Compact members worked together in groups to discuss the Compact’s greatest

accomplishments and how the Compact should build upon their success to address future issues. Some of the key areas

where Compact members would like to focus their work in the future are: help families understand Co]lege financing

and affordability; build upon and expand existing programs; continue to build career awareness and relationships with the
business community; and share our story at the national level.
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YOU First Day of Caring highlights college, careers

On September 20, 2012, the Berkshire Compact for
Education collaborated with the Berkshire United Way,
Northern Berkshire United Way and other partners to
offer five YOU First Day of Caring events throughout the

Berkshires. The events were focused on College and career

readiness for middle school students.

Approximately 250 students in grades six, seven and eight
attended YOU First events at Berkshire South Community

Center, Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center,

Nessacus Middle School, Lee Middle/High School and
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. Each event

featured guest speakers, videos, a goal setting activity, and

snacks and prizes.

BCC hosts sixth annual Berkshire STEM career fair

Nearly 400 high school students, representing every high
school in Berkshire County, attended the sixth annual
Berkshire STEM Career Fair on November 16 at Berkshire
Community College. The Fair was sponsored by the
Berkshire STEM Pipeline Network, a cooperative regional
effort among representatives from MCLA, BCC, K-12
school districts, and local businesses. The mission of the
STEM initiative is to encourage students to prepare for
STEM college programs and career opportunities, and to
improve teacher preparation in STEM disciplines.

The Career Fair included 33 exhibitors set up across two
floors of BCC’s Susan B. Anthony Center. Senator Ben
Downing and Michael Bullock, BCC’s Vice-President for
Student Affairs and Enrollment Services, spoke to students
about the importance of STEM careers.

Julie Hannum, STEM/ CVTE program coordinator at
BCC, said “I believe so strongly in the importance of the
STEM Career Fair because students can meet with
professionals in a wide range of STEM fields and make

Brenda Burdick, Berkshire United Way Vice Chair
and a Berkshire Compact member, said, “The YOU
First event is a way to show our students that there is a
whole community that is supporting them and wants
them to succeed. Itis also a great opportunity to help
our students think ahead to their future, set goals and
know that they can achieve them.”

Speakers at the events were Police Chief Mike Wynn,
Berkshire Compact members Brenda Burdick, Pete
Mirante and Diane Pearlman, MCLA Dean of
Admission Annette Jeffes, Pittsfield first grade teacher
Jessica Bazinet and others. Berkshire Compact member
Shawn Serre of PCTV worked with the Berkshire
Compact and Berkshire United Way to produce a
YOU FIRST video featuring 12 local leaders, including
several Berkshire Compact members, talking about the

importance of education in relation to their careers.

The YOU First Committee has developed a tool kit so
that the event can be offered at other schools in the
future. Schools that are interested in planning a YOU
First event are encom‘aged to contact Karen Cole,
kcole(@berkshireunitedway.com or Mary Nash,

msnash3(@gmail.com.

connections with someone who may be able to offer

them an internship or even a future job.”

According to Monica Joslin, MCLA dean of academic
affairs, “The STEM career fair is a wonderful
opportunity for students to explore careers available
in the Berkshires and encourage them to go on to
college. Preparing the future STEM workforce is
important at the national level, as well as on a
regional level.” She noted that students will have
another opportunity to explore STEM fields in the

fall of 2013, when the new Center for Science and




MCLA welcomes Eberwein
as new Dean

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
has announced the appointment of
Howard Jacob (Jake) Eberwein III,
Ed.D., as its new dean of graduate and
continuing education. Eberwein spent
18 years as an educator and an
administrator in the public schools of
Berkshire County, most recently as
superintendent of Pittsfield Public
Schools, from 2008 until June 2012.

Eberwein holds his Ed.D. from
UMASS-Ambherst. He earned his B.A.
in biology-chemistry from Skidmore
College, his M.Ed. from MCLA, and
his principal certification from MCLA
as a graduate of Berkshire Leadership
Academy.

Eberwein’s role at MCLA will include
creating new programs and working on
more ways for the College to better
meet the changing needs of Berkshire
County’s adult learners.

“I'm really impressed with the Coﬂege
faculty and the students I've met,” said
Eberwein. “I'm amazed with how

passionate and committed everyone

I've met at MCLA is to the work of the

Coﬂege. They take great pride in the
Coﬂege. It’s been striking.”

The Ralph Hoffmann Environmental Science and Sustainable
Energy Center at Berkshire Community College (BCC) opened its
doors this fall after nearly 18 months of renovations. The redesign of the
Hoffman Environmental Center began in February 2011 with §750,000 in
funding provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development and the efforts of Congressman John Olver. Additional
support of $201,067 from the Northeast Utilities Foundation allowed
BCC to purchase the necessary educational training equipment in
photovoltaics, solar thermal, and wind energy systems. This facility has
been completely transformed into a modern and dynamic learning
environment complete with updated classrooms, an academic student
lounge, and a swing lab that houses sustainable energy training equipment.
The Center will enable BCC to effectively expand its capability to support
the region’s emerging clean energy industries and to provide students with
a state-of-the-art education.

Student town meeting applications sought

Berkshire County high school classes are invited to present Student Town
Meetings in collaboration with the Berkshire Compact. The town
meetings are an opportunity for high school students to research a topic of
current interest and have a televised, moderated discussion with a panel of
experts. Some of the topics that have been covered in the past are capital

punishment, alternative energy, health care reform, pressures on youth,

the Arab Spring and the American dream.

The town meetings are recorded at the Massachusetts College of Liberal
Arts TV Studio, Pittsfield Community TV or onsite at the schools and are
shown on public access television throughout the Berkshires. For the
2012-13 school year, we are seeking to identify up to four classes in
Berkshire County to participate. Classes that include primarily high
school juniors and/or seniors are recommended. After-school or evening
programs targeting teens will also be considered. Further information
about the student town meetings and an application can be found on the

Berkshire Compact website,

www.mcla.edu/compact/ studenttownmeetings/ . For further

information, contact Mary Nash, msnash3(@gmail.com.



Events

* Open House, Ralph Hoffman Environmental Science and Sustainable Energy Center, Berkshire Community
College, December 19, 4:00 — 6:00 p.m., brief presentations, demonstrations, tours, light refreshments, contact Christina
Barrett, cbarrett(@berkshirecc.edu

* North County Career Fair, MCLA, Jan. 10, 2013, Eighth Grade Students from Abbott, BART, Clarksburg, Drury, Hoosac
Valley and Mt. Greylock schools will attend career exploration workshops, contact Mary Nash, msnash3(@ gmail.com

* FAFSA Day Massachusetts, January 27, 2013, Intermodal Education Center, Pittstield, 1:00 p.m. At this free session,
students and their families can get help filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

* Western MA Regional High School Science and Engineering Fair, March 8, 2013 at MCLA, contact Chris Himes,

c.himes(@mcla.edu

* Berkshire Robotics Challenge, March 2013, Lenox Memorial Middle/High School, sponsored by Berkshire Applied
Technology Council in collaboration with BCC, MCLA, contact Denise Johns, diohns(@berkshirecc.edu

* Sixth Grade College Visits, week of April 8 — 12, 2013, sixth grade students from Berkshire County public schools will
visit MCLA, BCC, Williams College and Bard College at Simon’s Rock to learn about college life, contact Mary Nash,

msnash3(@ gmail.com

* Wee Read Berkshire County, reading events for preschool children will be held at libraries and in downtown centers
throughout the month of April, 2013, contact Mary Nash, msnash3 @ gmail.com

®* Western MA Regional Middle School Science and Engineering Fair, April 27, 2013 at MCLA, contact Chris
Himes, c.himes(@mcla.edu

Education is Your Future!

The Berkshire Compact for Education’s mission is to support every Berkshire County resident in aspiring to

obtain 16 years or more of education and training in order to thrive in the 21 century economy.

Visit our WEBSITE: www.berkshirecompact.org
Visit our BERKSHIRE COMPACT Facebook page and follow us on Twitter (@berkcompact

Berkshire Compact for Education, MCLA, 375 Church Street, North Adams, MA 01247



