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Rico and the Virgin Islands.

For the last 100 years, the USFS
has worked, and often struggled,
10 maintain a balance of econom-
ic, recreational and environmental

interests in the vast forests stretch- ) e ®

ing from Florida to Alaska. As the
forest service officially celebrated
its 100th birthday July 1, it's im-
portant that it continues its multi-

ple-use mission and sceks a bal- b oo

ance of competing interests that
will, in the words of Gifford Pin-
chot, the first chief of the agency,
“to provide the greatest amount of
good for the greatest amount of
people in the long run.”

The spotted owl war in the Pa-
cific Northwest in the mid-1990s,
which led to thousands of acres

declared off-limits to logging, was  j
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cased trees. While this sounds
good, it's important for public

watchdog groups and state forest-
ers to work with the forest service

he of the
end of widespread logging on na-
tional forests. Today's timber har-
vest on national forests, according
to a 2003 speech by Chief Dale

A writer and educator, Jim Nied-

of the “Four Threats” facing the
nation’s forests in the next centu-
ry. The others are invasive species,
loss of open space, and unman-
aged recreation, notably by Off-
Highway Vehicles (OHVs). The
numbers associated with these

balski has visited dozens of national  threats

forests throughout the country.

are staggering,
to the USFS Web site.

forest. There is the Green Moun-
tain National Forest in nearby
Vermont, where almost 400,000

hasn't looked at a maple tree and
thought furniture?” With bal-
anced management and public
input, there’s no reason we can’t
have both the tree and the table.
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